


DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

The 2010-2011 year was a successful and rewarding one for YCDSB. It 
has been marked by many achievements, and punctuated with countless 
opportunities to pray and learn together. As well, the past year has provided 
the opportunity to connect with community partners as we continue to live 
our Christian call to act with justice in our world.

This year, my annual report accentuates the essential role partnerships 
play in our vocation to serve the children in our care. To be Catholic is to 
value community and to seek connection wherever possible. This forms 
the very heart of our self-understanding as a Catholic learning community 
of collaborative partners.  In Catholic education, everything we do is as 
a community. Together, with Christ as our centre, we can and do make a 
difference in the lives of the students and families in our care.

We share a faith-filled vision that calls us to serve one another with deep commitment and 
accountability. We firmly believe that, with Jesus as our inspiration, we will accomplish our goal of 
ensuring quality education for all. This can only be done through our dedication to working together. 
We all have a part to play in the success and development of young people to help them become 
holistic critical thinkers, life-long learners, and socially responsible citizens.

This understanding has helped us develop strong partnerships that contribute to our success as a 
board. We value the role that a strong bond between home, school and parish can play in surrounding 
a child with care, faith, and community. Such bonds  provide a firm faith foundation for our students 
and promote their success. We are proud that fifty-seven thousand learners continue to laugh, learn, 
pray and play because of our collaborative efforts and commitment. May we be guided by the Holy 
Spirit as we continue to work together to deliver on the promise of our shared vision in Catholic 
education.
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DOING OUR PART TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT

Ecoschools
York Catholic schools have long been at the forefront of environmental awareness 
and conservation. Our Environmental Services Department has been working 
hard to ensure our schools are as “green” as possible. This year, 39 York Catholic 
schools were declared EcoSchools in 2010-2011. EcoSchools is a provincially 
sponsored environmental education and certification program for grades K-12. 
The program focuses on helping school communities become more eco-friendly, 
helping reduce the environmental footprint of school buldings. 

Energy Champions
The board’s successful in-house Energy Champions program continues to 
expand, with most of the 101 schools on board. Each Energy Champion school 

receives a 40-inch LCD screen that displays 
information to staff and students about the 
school’s energy consumption. Each classroom also receives a custom-designed LED 
sign with the words, “Save Energy.” These signs flash when the school’s energy use 
has exceeded their target and students and staff are given steps they can take to 
reduce the energy use, such as turning off non-essential lights. This initiative helps 
create awareness among students about the role they can play in helping to protect 
the environment.

Sharing our Vision for a Cleaner Planet
Working with the Ontario Teachers’ Federation (OTF) / Planet in Focus (PIF), 
York Catholic high school students joined the fight to protect our most precious 
resource – water through the power of film.  The board hosted the York Region 
Secondary School environmental film festival, with water as its central theme. 
Over 200 students from more than ten York Region high schools attended this 
unique and exciting event and  had the chance to screen two Planet in Focus 
films. Student-created films were also screened and attendees had the chance to 
vote for their favourites.

Clean Air Commute
Employees at York Catholic’s Catholic Education Centre (CEC) biked, carpooled  
and took public transit in an effort to be more environmentally friendly during this 
year’s Clean Air Commute. Organized annually by Pollution Probe, the CEC had a record number of staff take part in  
    the annual event. Staff committed themselves to finding environmentally friendly  
    ways to get to and from work. Through their collective efforts, approximately one  
    tonne of harmful emissions were eliminated from the environment.



CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM)
Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) are Ministry-approved specialized 
programs that help Grades 11 and 12 students to focus their learning on a 
specific economic sector while meeting the requirements to graduate from 
secondary school. It also helps in their transition after graduation to post-
secondary study, apprenticeship training, or the workplace. In 2010-2011, 
we offered six SHSM programs at five secondary schools. By year’s end, the 
YCDSB was approved to offer an additional 11 programs - ranging from Health 
and Wellness to Information and Communication Technology. 

 
Dual Credit Courses
In 2010-2011, the YCDSB piloted dual credit course experiences for some 
students.  Working with colleges, these courses provide an opportunity for students to enrol in a first year college 
course while still enrolled in high school. Upon successful completion, students earn an elective credit towards their 
high school diploma and a credit towards a college degree, diploma, or certificate. The pilot was a great success and 
lead to a significant expansion of our dual credit course offerings for 2011-2012.

12 / 12+ Re-Engagement Initiative
Our Board’s “pathways” goal and strategies are designed to enable students to make successful transitions from 
grade to grade and to life after high school. To that end, our schools do an outstanding job of providing supports 
in the hope that every student will graduate. Despite our best efforts, we still have some students who leave school 
before earning an OSSD. As part of our board’s 12 / 12+ Re-Engagement Initiative, we identify and contact all of our 
“leavers”, with a view to engage in further career/education planning and to try to re-engage some of them through 

our School-Within-A-College (SWAC) program. 

First Nations, Metis and Inuit (FNMI)
York Catholic has emerged as a leader in the province with its FNMI initiatives. Building on the work of our FNMI 
Steering Committee, comprised of board personnel and First Nations, Métis and Inuit parents, teachers, students, and 
community members, we expanded the number of Native Studies courses offered in our secondary schools. We’ve 
also developed curriculum binders for Native Studies Courses for Grade 10 and 12. In addition, our Teacher-Librarians 
completed a K-12 Resource document with stories and 3-part lesson plans reflective of FNMI perspective and culture.



CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS

2010 -2011 YEAR END REPORT

Full Day Kindergarten
We started the year with over one thousand JK/SK students in Full Day 
Kindergarten classes at fourteen schools across our system.  Fourty-two Early 
Childhood Educators worked along side kindergarten teachers to give our 
youngest learners the best start possible on their path to a lifetime of learning.  

French Immersion
Since its re-introduction in 2009-2010, our French Immersion program continues 
to expand. In the 2010-2011 school year, we added four French Immersion sites and offered the program in all five 
areas of the board. In September 2011, we had approximately 500 students in Grades 1 and 2. Due to the program’s 
success, we have begun consultations to add three additional program sites in 2012.
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Expenditures by Function
School Classroom
School Non-classroom
Admin & Governance
Transportation
Pupil Accommodation

• School Classroom                385,339,310      74.53%
• School Non-classroom        51,190,946          9.90%
• Admin & Governance         14,803,832           2.86%
• Pupil Transportation           15,679,350           3.03%
• Pupil Accommodation        50,005,671           9.67%
• TOTAL 517,019,109      100.00%



TOGETHER WE ARE BETTER!

Our Shared Vision is reflected in everything that we’ve accomplished in the 2010-2011 school year by working together 

with our staff, students, parents, parishes and communities. Here are a just a few examples of our successful partnerships at 

work:

Working Together to Care for Others
York Catholic school communities are known for their strong passion and 

dedication to helping others. 

 

The entire York Catholic family came together during the 2010-2011 school 

year, to show compassion for those affected by tragedies around the world. 

Staff, parents and students raised money for those in Newfoundland and Lab-

rador, New Zealand and Japan, to help them rebuild their lives after a series 

of natural disasters.  In total, York Catholic raised $93,232.43! Every year, York 

Catholic schools raise money for ShareLife and the Terry Fox Run. This year, 

staff and students raised in excess of $100,000 for ShareLife, and raised nearly 

$250,000 for the Terry Fox Foundation to support cancer research.  

Partners in Leadership Development
The student-led Leadership Links conference took place on February 18, 2011 

at Jean Vanier CHS in Richmond Hill. The conference, co-hosted by high 

school leaders, focused on the theme, “A Voice, Not an Echo,” and welcomed 

300 elementary students and 100 student leaders from across the system. The 

elementary attendees had the chance to learn from the older students during 

interactive workshops. It was also an opportunity for participating elementary 

students to make new friends and enhance their leadership skills. 



2010 -2011 YEAR END REPORT

Celebrating our History Together
In April 2011, two York Catholic schools celebrated 25th anniversaries. Holy Cross Catholic Academy and St. Gregory 

the Great Catholic Elementary School, both in Woodbridge, held 25th anniversary celebrations in April that involved 

and united the students, parents and communities. St. Margaret Mary Catholic Elementary School in Woodbridge 

celebrated its 50th anniversary in October with their school community. During these celebrations, attendees had the 

chance to see student performances, meet past alumni, learn about the schools’ current successes, and reconnect 

with old friends.

Official School Blessings
During the 2010-2011 school year, York Catholic officially blessed and opened 

three new elementary schools on the west side of York Region. Inspirational, 

unique and unforgettable ceremonies were held at St. Mary of the Angels CES, 

St. Raphael the Archangel CES and St. Cecilia CES.   Staff and students worked 

tirelessly to put on memorable evenings for guests, featuring singing, dancing, 

musical instruments and refreshments. Through the collaboration of staff, 

students, parents and the local parishes, the blessings served as a unifying 

event for each school community.
 

Parent Engagement
In November 2010, York Catholic held its annual Catholic School Council Conference, for parents and members of 

Catholic School Councils at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School in Aurora. Catholic School Council members 

learned about practical ways to improve engagement between home and school. The conference attendees also had 

the chance to attend small workshops and learn about different ways to become more engaged and involved in their 

child’s school.
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Student Engagement (School Climate Surveys)

In support of York Catholic’s Safe Schools Policy and the Equity and Inclusive Education Policy, climate surveys for 

students were introduced during the 2010-2011 school year. The surveys were created to obtain feedback from 

students in Grades 4, 7 and 10 regarding the factors that support a safe, caring and inclusive school environment. It 

was clear, from the data gathered from the surveys that our students valued the role of school liturgies, retreats, and 

prayer as essential to their sense of well-being and belonging. The data gave us points of reference for enhancing 

activities that promote peace, justice and a sense of belonging for all our students in order to continue to support 

student learning, achievement and well-being in all of our schools.

Nurturing our Faith 

Faith Day on September 1, 2010 saw our staff members 

participating in family of schools faith-based activities. Local 

clergy, including Archbishop Collins, celebrated Masses at local 

parishes and schools. Various speakers and facilitators engaged 

teachers and other staff in inspirational sessions focusing on the 

unique nature of our vocation in Catholic Education.


