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During the 2014-2015 school year, we celebrated Catholic Education 
Week with the theme, Exploring Paths of Joy. As disciples of Jesus, we 
are called to serve with joy. At York Catholic, joy comes from knowing we 
are making a difference. 

Our staff and students demonstrated their faith in action during the 2014-
2015 school year in a number of ways: preparing and delivering care 
packages to the homeless, weaving milk bags into sleeping mats and 
distributing them to emergency zones world-wide, and giving generously 
to those in need. When called upon by the Archdiocese of Toronto to 
support Humanitarian Relief Efforts for the earthquake in Nepal, our 
school communities collected $69,829.94.

The opening of two new elementary schools, Guardian Angels CES 
in Woodbridge and St. Joseph CES replacement school in Markham, 
contributed to the many joyful moments of 2014-2015.

The Board approved the launch of the YCDSB Multi-Year Strategic Plan 
in October 2014. We established a new Mission, Vision, Core Values and 
identified Strategic Commitments for 2015-2018. This Annual Report 
reflects our Strategic Commitments, which include: the Integration of Our 
Catholic Faith, the Continuous Improvement of Student Achievement, 
the Effective Use of Our Resources and Engaging Our Communities. 
Our Strategic Commitments allow us to focus our collective efforts and 
resources to reach our goals and the desired outcomes that support 
student achievement and well-being.

York Catholic also launched a five-year Long Term Accommodation Plan 
(LTAP) in March 2015. The LTAP illustrates the use of current facilities, and 
possible accommodation initiatives to address changing demographics 

within York Region. The LTAP is a critical component to the success of 
the Board’s Multi-Year Strategic Plan and will provide the framework and 
tools to integrate program, capital and facility renewal projects in one 
comprehensive approach.

We are very proud of our York Catholic students as they continue to perform 
extremely well on standardized tests. The EQAO Provincial Assessment and 
the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test results demonstrate that York 
Catholic is consistently one of the top-performing school boards in Ontario. 
This year, York Catholic also achieved the highest Graduation Rate among 
all English-Language School Boards in the province.

This year’s Annual Report highlights a small sample of the many initiatives 
and successes York Catholic has achieved. These achievements reflect 
the dedication and support of all stakeholders. We are thankful for the 
continuous support of our parents, parish partners, trustees, senior team, 
administrators, teachers, support staff, and our community partners for 
their commitment to Catholic education. Each of our partners play an 
important role in helping York Catholic achieve our mission as we educate 
and inspire all students to reach their full potential in a safe and caring 
Christ-centred environment.

Sincerely,

Patricia Preston                                                Elizabeth Crowe
Director of Education                                       Chair of the Board

Message from the 
Director of Education  
and Chair of the Board
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The York Catholic District School Board provides 
Catholic educational programming to over 
55,000 students in Kindergarten to Grade 12, as 
well as, general interest and language courses 
for the public through its Continuing Education 
Department. It operates 105 schools located 
throughout the Regional Municipality of York, 
which is comprised of nine municipalities: 

Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina, Markham, 
Newmarket, Richmond Hill, King, Vaughan, and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

The York Catholic District School 
Board is consistently ranked as one  
of the top-performing school boards 
in the province of Ontario. 
It is governed by 10 publicly-elected trustees, 
and has over 8,000 staff, making it one of the 
region’s largest employers.
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The York Catholic District School Board announced the approval of its  
Multi-Year Strategic Plan (MYSP) in October 2014. 

The Multi-Year Strategic Plan is the culmination of over two years 
of thoughtful reflection, research and focused planning led by our 
Strategic Planning Advisory and Steering Committee. In the spring 
of 2014, we reached out to our various stakeholder groups to gain 
a wider perspective on the most effective and important aspects of 
delivering the K-12 curriculum in our Catholic schools. This feedback 
was invaluable and helped inform the development of our strategic 
plan and the Board’s new Mission, Vision, Core Values and Strategic 
Commitments for the next three years. 

The Multi-Year Strategic Plan guides all decision-making, as we leverage 
resources to reach our goal for student achievement and well-being in a 
Christ-centred environment.

Visit our website at http://www.ycdsb.ca/strategicplan/ to learn more 
about our goals and initiatives, and the meaning and reflections behind 
our Mission and Vision. You can also listen to how YCDSB students have 
embraced our Core Values.

To all of our stakeholders across the system, thank you for your 
participation in the development of the York Catholic District School 
Board’s Multi-Year Strategic Plan. Together, we are building a bright  
future for all students at York Catholic.

Vision Statement
Our students will become 
creative and critical thinkers 
who integrate Catholic Values 
into their daily lives, as socially 
responsible global citizens.

Strategic
Commitments

Integration of Our  
Catholic Faith

Continuous Improvement
of Student Achievement

Effective Use  
of Our Resources

Engaging Our 
Communities

Mission Statement
Guided by Gospel Values and 
Catholic Virtues, in partnership 
with home and Church, we 
educate and inspire all students  
to reach their full potential in a 
safe and caring environment.

Core Values

Catholicity

EquityExcellence

Fiscal 
Responsibility Inclusion

Integrity Respect

York Catholic Introduces its 
Multi-Year Strategic Plan
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The Multi-Year Strategic Plan guides all decision-making, as we leverage resources to 
reach our goal for student achievement and well-being in a Christ-centred environment.



Luke 4:18 Inspires Students to Grow 
in Faith Awareness and Action
We are very proud of our elementary school Luke 4:18 Social Justice Committees. 
Students in Grades 6, 7 and 8 held a number of events and created various activities 
throughout the year to raise funds for ShareLife, the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and 
Free the Children, among many other local charities. 

The Luke 4:18 Social Justice Committees present a wide range of  opportunities for 
students to focus on the ways they can assist others locally and globally. In keeping with 
the philosophy of Luke 4:18 Committees, students participate in ‘faith-in-action’ learning 
opportunities to enhance their understanding of critical issues in our society. Plans are 
already underway for a 2016 Student Symposium focusing on Refugees and Newcomers. 

Equity and Inclusion
YCDSB continues to play an important role as the “Lead Board” for a network of 11 
District School Boards’ Equity Networks. 

The Harmony Movement celebrated our work in the area of equity, in November 2014 
when they awarded Michael Way Skinner, Coordinator of Religion, Family Life and 
Equity, with the Mary A. Samuel Harmony in Education Award. The Catholic Association 
of Religion and Family Life Educators of Ontario (CARFLEO) also awarded Mr. Way 
Skinner with the Fr. Angus MacDougall Award for Excellence in Family Life Education.
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Integration of Our Catholic Faith
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York Catholic Schools Shine  
Through Acts of Charity
York Catholic students and staff continued to be inspired by the Catholic teachings of social justice 
and charity. In addition to fundraising for many great causes, our schools and Board Office Staff 
fundraised for the ShareLife Charity and the Humanitarian Relief in Nepal following a devastating 
7.8 magnitude earthquake that took place in April 2015.

•  $148,001.64 was collected for ShareLife through the 
employee and school fundraising campaigns

•  $69,829.94 was collected for the Nepal Humanitarian 
Relief Fund

The York Catholic District School Board sincerely thanks all of its students, parents, staff and 
community partners who donated their time and money to support these worthwhile fundraising 
efforts, at home and abroad.

Celebrating Milestones  
in Catholic Education 
The following five schools celebrated milestone anniversaries during the 2014-2015 school year: 

• St. Padre Pio CES celebrated 10 years in Vaughan
• St. Marguerite d’Youville CES celebrated 10 years in Richmond Hill
• St. John Bosco CES celebrated 25 years in Vaughan
• Father John Kelly CES celebrated 25 years in Vaughan
• St. Vincent de Paul CES celebrated 25 years in Markham

Province-Wide Mass
York Catholic’s former Senior Student Trustee, Joe McLeod was last year’s President for the Catholic 
Board Council for the Ontario Student Trustees Association. In that role, Joe and his council 
members launched the first Ontario Catholic Student Youth Day 2015. The Youth Day was held on 
May 7, 2015 during Catholic Education Week. Highlights of the day included the second annual 
province-wide Mass, greetings from local bishops and the viewing of a video produced by the 
student trustees containing messages from various famous alumni, the Premier of Ontario, and 
other high-profile celebrities.

Continuous Improvement  
of Student Achievement
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SPOTLIGHT: 
EDTech Saturday For YCDSB Staff
The 2014-2015 school year saw the expansion of our School 
21st Century Learning Teams. Staff continued to attend many 
professional learning workshops throughout the year, and 
the Board’s EdTech Saturday Conference allowed teachers 
opportunities to explore and apply various technologies and 
digital tools such as Google Apps For Education, Desire 2 
Learn, interactive whiteboards, iPads and Chromebooks to 
support instruction and assessment, and enhance student 
engagement, achievement and well-being. The conference 
also featured IGNITE sessions, in which teachers and students 
shared wonderful examples of technology-enriched learning 
that ignited and inspired everyone present.  

SPOTLIGHT:  
First-Ever Student EDTech Day
YCDSB hosted its first ever EDTech Day for elementary students 
on Saturday, May 2nd, 2015. We began the day talking about 
what it means to be a good citizen. This conversation continued 
throughout the course of the day as students interacted with 
one another both online and face-to-face. Students were 
engaged in hands-on Tech Quests throughout the day. 

We were excited to have over 60 schools participate and 
equally excited to see a balance of boys and girls. Many 
parents were pleased with and excited about the day; in fact, 
they have asked for their own EDTech Day! 

Check out photos, tweets and quick facts about the  
Student EDTech Day at:  
https://storify.com/JCasaTodd/student-edtech-initiative
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#YCDSB21C
At York Catholic, our vision is to achieve a dynamic 21st century learning 
environment driven by excellent pedagogy, and supported seamlessly 
and invisibly by instructional technology, framed by the Ontario Catholic 
School Graduate Expectations. Technology is a powerful tool that can 
enhance student learning and inspire student engagement.

The Board now supports over 8,000 Chromebooks 
and 7,000 iPads in our classrooms.
The Information Systems and Curriculum Departments continue to work 
collaboratively to implement 21st Century Learning initiatives throughout 
the Board. Many Professional Learning events such as 21C Workshops, 
Staff ‘EdTech Saturday’, and Elementary Student ‘EdTech Saturday’ built 
capacity for teachers and students to learn about technology and how to 
use it. This was made possible by infrastructure updates that supported 
learning technologies such as iPads and Chromebooks in the 2014-2015 
school year. The Board now supports over 8,000 Chromebooks and 7,000 
iPads in our classrooms.

The YCDSB also introduced Google Apps for Education for our entire 
school board, in both our academic and business environments. This 
means that students are now benefitting from unlimited storage options 
for their work, whether working independently or collaborating with peers. 
We support over 90,000 Google Apps for Education accounts. 

York Catholic was recognized as one of the 
most successful Ontario school boards for 
widespread growth in 21st Century Learning.
As a result of interdepartmental collaboration among Information 
Systems, Curriculum and Special Education, York Catholic was recognized 
as one of the most successful Ontario school boards for widespread 
growth in 21st Century Learning. 21st Century Learning Technicians provide 
technical and learning support for all of our schools.
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A Healthy Mind Means 

A Healthy Life
Mental Health 
York Catholic District School Board is in its fourth year of the 
Comprehensive Mental Health and Addiction Strategy. The Board 
continues to be strongly committed to promoting positive mental health 
amongst students, parents, YCDSB staff, and all stakeholders.

During the 2014-2015 year, the YCDSB continued to focus its efforts on 
building capacity around awareness and literacy on mental health with  
all stakeholders. 

Student Empowerment
BE Empowered
On March 30, 2015, YCDSB welcomed over 200 secondary school 
students for the 1st Student Mental Health Symposium entitled,  
“Be Empowered”. The day included a keynote speaker, Dr. Joel Goldberg 
from York University, presentations by various community organizations, 
and breakout sessions with a focus on mental health awareness and 
coping skills. 

Students and staff returned to their schools with excellent resources  
and information to share with their peers.

YCDSB Mental Health Slogan Contest
Congratulations to Amin Mohsen, a Grade 9 student at Jean Vanier CHS, 
winner of the YCDSB Mental Health Slogan Contest. His slogan, “A Healthy 
Mind Means a Healthy Life”, was launched in September 2015 and is now 
featured on all YCDSB promotional materials for mental health.

Student Learning Sessions
•  “Let’s Talk About Anxiety” learning sessions for Grades 7 and 8 students 

took place at several schools within our Board
•  Our secondary school students participated in the  

Talking About Mental Illness Summit (November 2014)
•   Elementary school students participated in the Youth Voice Conference 

Day (October 2014)

Parent Engagement
Parent learning sessions titled, “Let’s Talk About Anxiety, ADHD, Mental 
Health and Community Partners” took place at several schools within  
our Board.

Teacher Engagement
A video was created for online system-wide implementation of the 
Ministry of Education’s Supporting Minds document. This video described 
the importance of positive mental health and featured: Superintendent of 
Education: Exceptional Learners, Chief Psychologist, Elementary School 
Principal, Secondary School Principal, Teacher, Parent, Student Trustee, 2 
current students and 1 former student. The online video can be viewed at: 
http://goo.gl/46qwuy. 
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Top Graduating Scholars  
of 2014-2015 
Amy Li and Shikha Patel, both students at Father Michael McGivney 
Catholic Academy in Markham, tied as the top graduating students in 
the York Catholic District School Board for the 2014-2015 year. The pair 
earned an incredible 100 per cent average in their top six Grade 12 
classes. Both Shikha and Amy were enrolled in Father Michael McGivney’s 
International Baccalaureate (IB) program. The girls participated in several 
extracurricular activities at their school. Both were members of the Arts 
Club, Eco Schools Team, French Cinema Club, and Badminton Team. Amy 
was also a member of the Female Empowerment Club and Best Buddies 
Club during her Grade 12 year, and a member of the school’s band and 
choir during her Grade 9 and 10 years. Shikha played intramural ball 
hockey and volleyball at the school, and volunteered after school at an 
extended-care home facility for seniors with dementia.

Graduation Rate
On April 1st, 2015, the Ministry of Education published individual school 
board graduation rates across the province. York Catholic District School 
Board achieved the highest four and five-year graduation rate of all 
English language school boards in the province. Our five-year graduation 
rate for 2014 was 94%. This exceeds the provincial average of 84%.

Students Asked to ‘Report It!’ 
In September 2014, the York Catholic District School Board launched 
Report It!, a new online system for students to confidentially report 
bullying, violent incidents, vandalism, and other inappropriate behaviours 
to their school principals. All incidents submitted through the confidential 
Report It! system follow the same protocol and attention as incidents 
reported directly to school staff.

#yeswewill
York Catholic students participated in a cyberbullying awareness rally that 
was organized in partnership with the York Region District School Board 
and York Regional Police. 

The rally had students using technology to say, #yeswewill change the 
culture of cyberbullying!

York Catholic District School Board believes that all members of its 
learning community have the right to a safe learning and teaching 
environment and that each person is responsible for creating and 
sustaining that environment. The cornerstones of this belief include:

• Respect for self and others
• Contributing to the common good
• Accepting accountability and responsibility for one’s own actions
• Seeking and granting forgiveness
•  Acting morally and legally as a person formed in the Catholic traditions
• Promoting self-discipline

11



Getting Ready for High School
A Grade 9 orientation day called, “Getting Ready for High School,”  
was piloted at all York Catholic high schools on the first day of school. 
The orientation day provided students with a warm welcome and helped 
them to become familiar with their school’s routines and surroundings, 
before classes officially started the following day. During the orientation 
day, Grade 9 students participated in a Liturgical celebration, in a series 
of fun and informative activities, and met their teachers, support staff, 
and student leaders.

Programs and Pathways
Programs and Pathways represents a collection of programs, supports 
and activities that provides students with the knowledge, skills and tools 
they need to make successful transitions from grade-to-grade, to life after 
high school and throughout their lives. Our “Pathways” goal is to enable 
students to apply knowledge of their gifts, interests and abilities to make 
appropriate decisions about educational, career and life possibilities.

At the end of the 2014-2015 school year, there were noted improvements 
in student performance on Learning Skills and Work Habits, as well as 
the 5-year graduation rate. Nearly all York Catholic secondary students 
successfully graduate from high school at the end of 5 years. Moreover, 
the Board continues to experience a consistent pattern of improvement  
in credit accumulation for all secondary students and students with 
special education needs. 

To promote successful outcomes for all students, the Board makes 
available initiatives like guidance and career education, experiential 
learning, co-op and eLearning opportunities. Programs offered by the 
Board include: 

• International Baccalaureate Program
• Regional Arts Program
• Laptop Learning
• Specialist High Skills Majors (SHSM)
• Dual Credit Courses
• Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP)
• Advanced Placement (AP) Program
• School-Within-A-College (SWAC) Program
• Credit Recovery

Expansion of Specialist High 
Skills Major Program
The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) is a series of Ministry-approved 
specialized programs that help Grade 11 and 12 students focus their 
learning on a specific economic sector while meeting the requirements 
to graduate from secondary school. It also helps in their transition after 
graduation to post-secondary study, apprenticeship training, or the 
workplace. In 2014-2015, we offered 19 SHSM programs in sectors 
ranging from Health and Wellness to Information and Communication 
Technology. Our “Red Seal” completion rate for 2014-2015 was 71% 
compared to the provincial average of 44%.

French Immersion
Our French Immersion program continues to flourish. In 
2014-2015, York Catholic expanded its French Immersion 
Program at the following 3 sites: 

• St. Francis Xavier CES
• St. John XXIII CES
• St. Joseph the Worker CES

In 2014-2015, the York Catholic District School Board 
passed a motion to introduce the French Immersion 
Program at the secondary panel. The program is scheduled 
to be begin at St. Brother Andre CHS in Markham in 
September 2017. The Board will open three additional 
French Immersion sites at St. Maximilian Kolbe CHS in 
Aurora, Jean Vanier CHS in Richmond Hill, and Father 
Bressani CHS in Woodbridge for September 2018.
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EQAO Standardized Test Results
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EQAO Assessments
York Catholic District School Board is pleased that its students continue to perform well on 
the 2015 Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) assessments. Results indicate 
that our Grade 3 and 6 students demonstrate strong performance in reading, writing and 
mathematics. Writing continues to be York Catholic’s strongest area of achievement. At 
the secondary level, Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics showed that 89 per cent of York 
Catholic students enrolled in Grade 9 academic math courses achieved the provincial 
standard and 88% of the students in the Board passed the Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Test.

Literacy
Students continue to demonstrate very high levels of performance on the writing 
components of all provincial assessments. Over the last five years, performance on the 
Junior Division Assessment of Reading and Writing has increased by 7 percent and 
surpassed the provincial target of 75%. Student performance on the Grade 3 Assessment of 
Reading met the provincial target this year, while performance on the Grade 3 Assessment 
of Writing exceeded the provincial target. A high proportion of secondary school students 
across the Board continue to demonstrate high levels of success on the Literacy Test.

Numeracy
In the area of numeracy, our Grade 9 students continue to improve. There was an increase 
in student performance from the previous year on the Grade 9 Assessment of Academic 
Mathematics for all students, including English Language Learners and students with special 
education needs. There were decreases in the proportion of students in Grades 3 and 6 
who achieved the standard on the Grade 3 and 6 Assessment of Mathematics, as well as 
for students enrolled in applied mathematics classes. Student achievement in mathematics 
is a key focus of the 2015-2016 Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement, Faith 
Development and Well-Being.
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Continuing Education: 
Serving Children and Adults in the Community
The YCDSB Adult ESL program is notably the second 
largest in the province of Ontario consisting of 648 
classes and 22,904 learners.
As a growing and innovative department, the Continuing Education Department 
offers a wide variety of programming serving elementary, secondary and adult 
learners. The YCDSB Adult ESL program is notably the second largest in the 
province of Ontario consisting of 648 classes and 22,904 learners. The Adult ESL 
program includes sector-specific courses in accounting, engineering, business 
administration and information technology. Other specialized programs include: 
Literacy and Citizenship Preparation courses. Standardized assessment and 
learner evaluation are key features of the program. 

The Adult ESL program is funded by the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and 
Immigration and  proudly coordinates programming with various community 
partners including: local libraries, Welcome Centre Immigrant Services, COSTI 
Immigrant Services and other local agencies. The Continuing Education 
Department also provides the International Languages Instructor Training 
Program as well as computer training programs like Microsoft Basic and 
Intermediate for the adult learner.

The Elementary Division of Continuing Education provides opportunities for 
extended learning after school, Saturday mornings, and during the Summer. 
The International Languages Saturday Program offers 15 languages throughout 
the various geographic areas within the Board. The Remedial After School 
Literacy and Numeracy Skills and Grant Program classes are offered throughout 
the school year at various sites for students in Grades 1 to 8. In addition to the 
Remedial Grades 7 & 8 Skills Program, the Family Literacy & Numeracy Program 
for SK to Grade 2 students and their parents is also offered at various schools. 

In the 2014-15 school year, we launched a learning strategies course targeted 
to incoming Grade 8 students as an e-Learn opportunity using the Ministry 
of Education D2L platform. The introduction of a literacy skills course in Grade 
10 for reading and writing allows students with the opportunity to improve their 
literacy skills and be better prepared for the challenges of senior high school.  

We continue to provide innovative learning solutions for our students and we  
are working towards establishing Night School Courses in an E-Learn format. 

Elementary Division Programs: 
• Art 4 Kids (Gr. 4-6) 
• Creative Hands (Gr. 1-3) 
• Family Literacy & Numeracy Remedial Program (SK to Gr. 2)
• French Conversation (Gr. SK-5) 
• French Immersion Summer Camp (Gr. 1) 
•  International Languages Saturday and Summer Programs 

(JK-Gr. 8)
•  Literacy & Numeracy After School Skills (Gr. 1-6)  

Grant Program
•  Literacy & Numeracy Skills Development (Gr. 7-8) 
•  Reading Readiness (Gr. 1-2) 
•  S.T.A.R.S. (Skills, Technology, Applications, and Remedial 

Support) Gr. 4-6 Program
•  TechnoFlash (Gr. 5-8)  
•  TechnoHero (Gr. 3-5)  
•  TechnoJournal (Gr. 2-4) 

Secondary Division Programs: 
•  After School Literacy and Numeracy
•  PLAR (Prior Learning and Assessment and Recognition)
•  Global Education
•  Night School Semester 1 and 2  
•  Summer School  
•  Summer eLearning
•  Reaching up Credits for Gr.8 students
•  Saturday Credit Programs
•  Literacy Preparation for Gr.8 students
•  Math Preparation for Gr.8 students
•  Driver Education Training
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ASD Kindergarten Class
A new Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Kindergarten class was 
established at St. John Bosco Elementary School in order to support ASD 
students in the Full-Day Kindergarten program. Criteria included the need 
for direct teaching and specific strategies (ABA, TEACCH) to increase self-
regulation and skills of independence.  

ASD Demonstration Project
YCDSB and York University continued to work on a collaborative project 
to support students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) who will be 
transitioning to college or university. As part of this initiative a new 
Learning Strategies curriculum for students with ASD was developed 
and offered as a summer school course for students entering Grades 11 
and 12. During the course, students were provided with the opportunity 
to spend two days at York University attending lectures and becoming 
oriented with the campus.

Social Skills Program 
The Social Skills Program is a comprehensive program for students with 
ASD. This program, along with tailored resources, was made available 
to elementary and secondary schools. In-services were provided to Core 
Teachers supporting this student population.

Safety Skills Program
The Safety Skills Program is designed to support students who require 
direct teaching around skills related to personal and environmental 
safety. The program was developed and piloted with schools in both the 
elementary and secondary panel. Unit and lesson plans, resources and 
assessment tools were also developed.

Diagnostic Math Assessment
The Student Services Department, in partnership with the Curriculum 
Department, adapted  a math assessment tool for students with special 
education needs. All elementary Special Education teachers were in-serviced 
on the delivery and analysis of this tool over a series of 3 half-day sessions.
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Our Student Services Department is committed to ensuring that our students are provided 
with the most enabling learning environment possible. To support this goal, a number of 
new initiatives were launched in the 2014-2015 school year. 



Building a Bright Future

New School Openings
During the 2014-2015 school year, the York Catholic District School Board opened two  
new school facilities. 

Guardian Angels Catholic Elementary School opened in January 2015. Together with 
Board officials, the school held a Solemn Blessing and Official Opening Ceremony that 
included a religious blessing led by Father John Borean of St. Clare of Assisi Church, and 
presentations by local dignitaries, professionals who contributed to the building of the 
school, and students. Guardian Angels CES is located at 200 Lawford Road in Vaughan.

St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School moved from its original location at 55 Parkway 
Avenue to a new facility, at 388 White’s Hill Avenue in Markham’s growing Cornell 
Community. St. Joseph CES celebrated its rejuvenation with a Solemn Blessing by the Most 
Reverend Bishop Wayne Kirkpatrick and an Official Opening that featured presentations 
by local dignitaries, professionals who contributed to the rebuilding of the school, and 
students. A new childcare center at the school called the Village Children’s Program also 
opened to serve the needs of the Cornell Community.

Full-Day Kindergarten
In September 2014, the York Catholic District School Board implemented the final phase 
of the Full-Day Kindergarten Program in all elementary schools. A number of construction 
projects took place over the 2014-2015 school year and throughout the summer months.

FDK renovations took place at:

• St. Patrick Markham CES
• Our Lady of the Rosary CES
• St Angela Merici CES
• St. John XXIII CES
• Mother Teresa CES
• Prince of Peace CES
• Sir Richard Scott CES
• St. Peter CES
• Light of Christ CES
• Immaculate Conception CES

	  

2019

Effective Use of 
Our Resources



Environmental Initiatives
Earth Day
St. Justin, Martyr CES in Markham welcomed Ontario’s Lieutenant 
Governor, the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, to celebrate Earth Day 
with the school community on April 22.

Students at St. Justin, Martyr CES welcomed the Lieutenant Governor 
upon her arrival with Earth Day flags, and later showcased and 
demonstrated some of the school’s environmental initiatives. Her Honour 
joined students and staff in the school’s gymnasium for an interactive 
Earth Day assembly that featured Commonwealth and Pan-Am Cyclist 
Ed Veal; a demonstration of the Board’s Rock the Bike electricity-
powering bicycles, which generated the power for the event; and an 
award presentation where St. Justin, Martyr CES was recognized by the 
City of Markham for its EcoSchool initiatives. Following the assembly, 
the Lieutenant Governor and members of the school’s Eco Team 
planted a tree on the school’s lawn as a lasting legacy of the Queen’s 
representative’s visit.

York Catholic Named 
Top Energy Performing School Board
York Catholic District School Board was named the Top Energy Performing 
Board in Ontario by the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority. The 
Board was delighted to receive this designation, as York Catholic schools 
and Board office staff are deeply committed to improving our ecological 
footprint and finding meaningful ways to cut electricity and gas usage. 
This honour belongs to our 57 EcoSchools student teams, their staff 
facilitators, and our Environmental and Office Services team for their 
proactive approach to energy conservation.

 
 

Ontario EcoSchools Program
The Ontario EcoSchools Program continues to be a great success at York 
Catholic. A total of 57 schools were certified as EcoSchools in 2014-2015.  
St Justin, Martyr CES, Prince of Peace CES and Holy Spirit CES achieved 
Platinum certification for the 2014-2015 school year.

School Ground Greening
The YCDSB, in partnership with the Region of York and Evergreen, 
enlisted the services of a school ground greening consultant to support 
schools that expressed a desire to enhance playgrounds through tree 
planting, shade features and outdoor classrooms. Twelve schools 
participated in the School Ground Greening Project. The program 
continues this year with special consideration for Kindergarten play areas. 

Solar Projects
In August 2014, YCDSB began construction on 24 Solar Photovoltaic (PV) 
systems on school roofs that would connect to the Ontario electricity grid. 
This project supports the Board’s commitments to ecological sustainability 
and conservation, and fiscal responsibility in the following ways:

• Total generation capacity of 2.38 MW 
• Systems will operate for 20 years
•  Systems will generate 53,759 MWh over 20 years; enough power to 

provide electricity for 279 homes per year for 20 years
• Systems will offset 37,000 metric tonnes of CO2
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The above does not include new pupil places, facility renewal, debt charges, or 
other Ministry year-end reporting requirements (eg. PSAB, school finances etc.)
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Engaging Our 
Communities
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School Classroom 
75.54% 

School Non-classroom 
9.42% 

Admin & 
Governance 

2.68% 

 Transportation 
2.74% 

Pupil 
Accommodation 

9.62% 
 

• School Classroom    431,373,178      75.54% 
• School Non-classroom     53,806,038       9.42% 
• Admin & Governance     15,296,423       2.68% 
• Pupil Transportation      15,645,642       2.74% 
• Pupil Accommodation     54,957,130       9.62% 
• TOTAL    571,078,411  100.00% 
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2014-2015 Year End Report 
Expenditures by Function 

York Catholic District School Board 

Note: The above does not include new pupil places, facility 
renewal, debt charges, or other Ministry year end reporting 
requirements (eg:PSAB, school finances, etc.) 
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Budget
York Catholic District School Board continues to focus on the effective use of its resources. Funding pressures continue to be a challenge; however,  
the Board was able to achieve a balanced budget of $651 million for the 2014-2015 school year. 

The above does not include new pupil places, facility renewal, 
debt charges, or other Ministry year-end reporting requirements 
(eg. PSAB, school finances etc.)

Operating Expenditures 2014-2015 Year End Report Expenditures by Function

 
York Catholic District School Board approved its Long Term 
Accommodation Plan (LTAP) 2015-2020, in March 2015. The LTAP is a 
comprehensive planning document illustrating the utilization of current 
facilities, and possible accommodation initiatives to address the changing 
demographics within York Region. The LTAP provides the framework and 
tools to integrate program, capital and facility renewal projects in one 
comprehensive approach.

The LTAP targets sustainable solutions to specifically address and identify  
the Board’s:

• Surplus space and growth needs;
• Sustainability of facility needs for current programs;
• Opportunities for new programs & partnerships; and,
• Opportunities to redirect fixed resources

To view the complete plan, visit:  
http://www.ycdsb.ca/departments/Planning/ltap.htm
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Long-Term Accommodations Plan 2015-2020



Engaging Our Communities 
Through Student Services
A series of community events were hosted by our Student Services 
Department during the 2014-2015 school year. The goal of these events 
was to generate awareness, share information and engage various parent 
communities and Board partners. Events included:

• Planning for the Future Symposium
• Early Facilitation Parent Information Evenings
• Yes I Can Awards
•  Program for Academic and Creative Extention (PACE) 

Parent Information Night
•  Transition Back to School: Summer Camp for Students with  

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and their parents

Transition Planning Symposium
A Transition Planning Symposium was held for parents on April 22, 
2015 at St. Elizabeth CHS. A variety of workshops focusing on transition 
planning for students with Autism Spectrum Disorder and Developmental 
Delays were offered. A further component of the evening included the 
participation of various community agencies. These agencies provided 
information on resources and supports for parents.  

YCDSB Welcomes  
Sister Angela Ann Zukowski
In September 2014, the Board held a special presentation for staff and 
parents featuring Sister Angela Ann Zukowski, Professor at the University 
of Dayton and Marianist Education Associate. Her presentation on 
“Catholic Identity in a Digital World” explored the challenges of social 
media networking, the consequences for adapting a lifestyle that is 
primarily digital, and the role of Catholic Education in a digital culture. This 
presentation was well attended, and  parents and staff found her ‘Seven 
Habits for Navigating through the Cyber Sea’ helpful and informative.

First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
(FNMI) Committee
York Catholic District School Board’s First Nations, Métis and Inuit (FNMI) 
Committee continues to lead the areas of focus for the FNMI initiatives. Its 
membership includes First Nations, Métis and Inuit students, parents, staff, 
as well as representatives of the FNMI community. 

Throughout the 2014-2015 school year, the Board hosted a series of 
Parent Engagement Evenings for Self-Identified Families. Presentations 
by  the Métis Nation of Ontario and Josiah’s Cook of Goodminds.com 
explored Pathways Planning and Bursary Scholarship presentations for 
FNMI students. 

26

Accessibility
The 2014-2015 school year marked the Board’s second year of its Multi-Year Accessibility 
Plan (2013-2018). The plan was developed in accordance with the Integration Accessibility 
Standards Regulation (IASR) under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 
(AODA), 2005. The Multi-Year Accessibility Plan supports Board Policy 415: Accessibility 
Standards for Employment, Board Policy 601: Accessibility Standards for Customer Service, 
and Board Policy 609: Accessibility Standards for Information and Communication.

The Board will accommodate requests for accessible formats upon request. An accessibility 
feedback form and request form are available online at: 
http://www.ycdsb.ca/about/accessibility.htm

Multi-Year Accessibility Plan Objectives:
•  To describe the process by which the Board will identify, remove and prevent barriers
•  To review recent efforts of the Board to remove and prevent barriers
•  To describe the measures the Board plans to take in the period 2013-2018  

to identify, remove and prevent barriers
•  To provide an annual status report on the Board’s implementation of the Multi-Year 

Accessibility Plan
•  To review and update the Multi-Year Accessibility Plan annually
•  To describe how the Board will make this Multi-Year Accessibility Plan available to the public

To view the York Catholic District School Board’s Multi-Year Accessibility Plan, visit:  
http://www.ycdsb.ca/about/documents/Accessibility-Plan-2013-18.pdf
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Parent Engagement 
12th Annual YCPIC Conference
Together with the York Catholic Parent Involvement Committee (YCPIC), the YCDSB held its 
12th Annual Catholic School Conference at St. Augustine Catholic High School in November. 
Keynote speaker, Jesse Brown, a Digital Expert and Journalist, delivered an engaging and 
informative presentation on Digital Literacy. He spoke about the importance of developing 
good digital citizenship, the many ways in which parents should engage online with their 
children, and how they can keep up with rapid technological change.

Parents who could not attend the conference were able to watch 
the presentation through a live web feed, and could ask questions
from home via the hashtag, #YCDSBParentEngagement. 
This was the first time that the annual parent conference featured technology, and participants 
used their electronic devices throughout the day to engage in a live Twitter feed. Parents who 
could not attend the conference were able to watch the presentation through a live web feed, 
and could ask questions from home via the hashtag, #YCDSBParentEngagement.

Keeping Our Communities Informed
A “Meet Your Trustee 2014-2018” Newsletter, highlighting the role and duties of Trustees, 
policies, procedures, and Catholic School Support Declaration, was shared with all families in 
the YCDSB. 

At the end of the school year, a “Year-in-Review” Newsletter highlighting the achievements, new 
policies and a status on the Multi-Year Strategic Plan was shared with all families in the Board.

The Board continues to share good news and important information with more than 
10,500 followers via its Twitter Channel, @YCDSB.
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2014-2015 School Climate Survey
YCDSB recognizes that the student-voice is vital. In an effort to engage our student 
community, the Board conducted a School Climate survey for all students. Students who 
participated in the 2014-2015 School Climate Survey indicated that they feel respected 
and welcomed, and that York Catholic schools are fostering an appreciation of diversity 
and promoting inclusivity and respect among students. Moreover, they indicated that their 
schools model and reflect a Catholic world-view that encourages students to put their 
faith into action. Student feedback also indicated that there is a need to foster mental and 
physical well-being and resiliency among elementary and secondary students to support the 
development of their God-given potential.  

The Board is using the school climate survey findings from students, along with input from 
parents and school staff, to refine and monitor equity and inclusive education policies to 
support student achievement, faith development and well-being; identify barriers or bias; 
and to help students develop into creative and critical thinkers who integrate Catholic values 
into their daily lives, as socially responsible global citizens. 

2014-2015 Exit Survey
York Catholic conducted its third annual Exit Survey for students transitioning from elementary 
to secondary school, as well as graduating high school students. The survey assessed 
students’ plans for continuing their studies with the York Catholic District School Board. 

Nearly all of the Grade 6 students in the 3 schools located in the northern region of the 
Board indicated that they planned to enrol in a York Catholic school. The top reasons cited 
by the Grade 6 students for enrolling in a York Catholic high school included: friends are 
going to the school, the extracurricular program, and that it was a family decision. Grade 
6 students not enrolling in a York Catholic high school cited, distance to home, friends going 
elsewhere, and a sibling attending another school as the primary reasons for their decision. 

The majority of Grade 8 students surveyed throughout the Board indicated that they 
planned to enrol in a York Catholic high school because of the location, or their friends/
siblings are attending a York Catholic high school. Students who participated in the Exit 
Survey also reported that their schools provide them with strategies and opportunities to 
achieve their goals.
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Dino Giuliani
Vaughan (Woodbridge, 
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Teresa Ciaravella
Vaughan 
(Maple / Kleinburg)
teresa.ciaravella@ycdsb.ca

Cathy Ferlisi
Vaughan 
(Concord / Thornhill)
cathy.ferlisi@ycdsb.ca

Theresa McNicol
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Georgina / Newmarket
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Marlene Mogado
Markham (Milliken / 
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Richmond Hill
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Richmond Hill
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