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Students will apply knowledge of their gifts, interests and 
abilities, and make appropriate decisions about educational 

possibilities and career opportunities. 

As a Catholic 
Learning Community, 

we enable successful 
transitions from grade 

to grade and to life 
after high school 

when we help 
students discover and 

develop their God-
given gifts and their 

sense of vocation and 
purpose. 

University 

Workplace 

Community 
Living 
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What is a Pathway? 

 

A student’s 
needs, 

interests, 
skills, goals, 

learning 
style(s) 

 

 

Appropriate courses  
and curriculum  

expectations 
 

 

The knowledge and  
skills necessary to  
make a successful  

transition to a specific  
post-secondary  

destination 
 

A pathway is designed to lead a student to an initial  
post-secondary destination  

Building Pathways to Success, Grades 7-12, 2003 

+ + 



The “New” World of Work: Current 
Realities of the 21st Century 

 Globalization affects everyone 

 Increased demand for technological literacy 
skills 

 Increased demand for skilled labour 

 New flexibility in the work place – part-time, 
contract, free-lance, flex-time, condensed work 
week, telecommuting 

 Life-long careers are being replaced by 6-8 
different careers 



Paradigm Shift 
Old World of Work: 

Choose a destination 

New World of Work: 

Identify your skills 

Find a job in a good 
company 

Work hard and be loyal 

Climb the ladder within 
the company 

Use your special skills, 
talents, abilities  

Look for the work that 
needs doing – be 
entrepreneurial 

Manoeuvre within your 
field or change careers 
for further opportunities 



Destination 
of Students 

after  
4 or 5 years 
of Secondary 

School 

6% 
 

Go to 
Apprenticeship 

20%  

 

Go to 
College 

34% 
 

Go to 
University 

40% go to 
Work 

15% with 
OSSD 

25% without 
OSSD 

Post-Secondary Destinations 

Based on statistics from 2006-7 cohort group of Ontario high school students. "Who Doesn’t Go to 

Post-Secondary Education”, A.J.C. King et al, 2009. 



Private  
Training 

International 

 Travel  

Or  

Education 

Work University 

Community  

Living 

College 

Apprenticeship 

Secondary  
School 



Many employment sectors have a full  
range of training opportunities 

Child & Youth  

Worker 
Social Work 

Graduate 

Degree 

(Masters) 

Child & Youth 

Studies 

University 

Degree 

(3 - 4 yrs) 

Child & Youth 

Worker 

College  

Diploma 

(3 yrs) 

Apprenticeship 

Certification 

(2 - 5 yrs) 

More conceptual                                                                   More application 



Apprenticeship 

How to pursue an  
Apprenticeship 

 
Co-op: 
OYAP 

Accelerated  
Programs 

 

Direct contact with  
an employer 

willing to take  
on apprentice – school  
component mandatory  

 

College  
Pre-Apprentice 

Programs – for those  
without an employer 



Apprenticeship 

 Apprentices earn while they learn 

 Success requires competencies in Math, English, 
Science and an aptitude for applied technology 

 OSSD preferred 

 Leads to a variety of careers in the industrial, 
transportation, construction and service sectors 

 Training is experiential:   

85 – 90% occurs on the job  

10 – 15% takes place in the classroom 



Skilled Trades 

 33 construction trades – mason, 
plumber, roofer 

 20 motive power trades – automotive 
technician, marine engine repair 

 48 industrial trades – cabinetmaker, 
hydraulic mechanic, tool & die maker 

 34 service trades – cook, ECE, IT support 
analyst 





Why Skilled Trades? 

 Increased demand for skilled trades as 
“baby boomers” retire 

 Average start salary - $60,000 minimum 

 All educational materials, interest-free tool 
loans, insurance paid for + $4000 in grants 
from Federal Gov’t 

 Focussed career plan is in place and 
readily built upon 

 $$ is immediate 



College Pathway 

College 

Certificate  
Programs 
(1 – 2 yrs) 

Diploma  
Programs 
(2 – 3 yrs) 

Degree Programs 
(3 – 4 years) 

University  
Programs 

College-University 
Joint Programs 

Transfer Agreement or new application 



College Admission Requirements 

 Admission average of 60-65%* 

 Most programs require ENG4C and OSSD 

 Exceptions:   
 Life-science based programs require Sciences and 

Math 

 Business programs require Math 

 *Programs that are over-subscribed  

   (i.e., paramedic, nursing, ECE) require higher 
academic averages 

 









“Why College?” 
 90% of graduates who enter the labour force are 

employed within six months, and 93% within two years  
 The average tuition of a diploma program is $1,900 per 

year, compared to $4,200 per year for a bachelor's 
degree  

 In Ontario, only 5% of college graduates 25-29 years of 
age are unemployed, compared to 6% of university 
graduates and 15% of those without a high school 
diploma  

 85% of graduates are satisfied with the degree of 
preparation college gave them for the type of work they 
are doing  

 96% of graduates would recommend their college to 
someone else.  

www.ontariocolleges.ca, 2011 

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/


College       University Transfer 

 Ontario Colleges and Universities Transfer 
Guide  http://www.ocutg.on.ca 

 Outlines agreements between colleges 
and universities that allow specific credits 
and diplomas earned in colleges to be 
recognized in specified university 
programs 

 

http://www.ocutg.on.ca/


Community Living 
 For the high needs exceptional student who has received special 

education support throughout high school  
 Students may earn a Certificate of Accomplishment 
 Students with this profile may stay in high school until the age of 21 
 
Special Education and Guidance Teams assist families with devloping a 

successful transition plan that seeks to identify opportunities and 
experiences for youth with special needs during their school years to 
help them better prepare for life as an adult.   

 There is a range of programs with a focus on full inclusion of people 
with developmental disabilities and supporting their families 

 These programs may: 
 assist the student to increase independence and gain functional life skills  
 build employability skills  
 build social leisure skills 
 
 

 



University Pathway 
University  

Undergraduate  
Programs 

Arts, 
Humanities, 

Social  
Sciences 

Life/Health 
Sciences 

Physical/ 
Engineering 

Sciences 

Business 
Commerce 

Professional 
Programs 

College  
Possible pathway 



University Admission Requirements 

 Academic averages range from 75% - 98% 

 Based on the overall average of top 6 Grade 12 
U/M type courses, one of which must be ENG4U 

 Course pre-requisites vary from program to 
program  

 Some programs may also require a Personal 
Statement of Experience 

 Ontario Tuition costs range from $3000 - 
$18,000 



www.electronicinfo.ca 







Why University? 
Return on Investment from a University Education  

 The estimated earnings premium over 40 years for 
graduates with a bachelor degree compared to those 
with only a high school diploma is $745,800, according 
to the Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation. For 
post-graduate degrees, the premium is $1,165,280.  

 A university education brings a 9-11 % return on 
investment, on average, each year after graduation, 
according to Statistics Canada (after adjustments for 
inflation).  

 University graduates earn about 32% more on average 
than college graduates with a certificate or diploma and 
53% more than those with no higher education, 
according to Statistics Canada 

Council of Ontario Universities, Oct. 2010 



Out-of-Province Education 

 National and International post-secondary 
institutions may have different 
prerequisite requirements than Ontario 
schools 

 Research carefully 

 Students are responsible for completing 
applications forms and arranging for the 
forwarding of academic records 



Private Training 
 A private career college is an independent business that 

prepares students for a specific job, or gives them 
specific skills 

 Intensive training with short duration 

 Graduates are job-ready  

 Tuition ranges from $3000 - $35,000 

 Research carefully 

 Students are responsible for completing applications 
forms and arranging for the forwarding of academic 
records 

 



Why Private Training? 

 Length of training time may be more 
condensed and therefore shorter 

 Cost is high but equipment is cutting-edge 

 Focused programming 

 



Employment 
 Many viable entry-level job opportunities for 

students who have completed the OSSD 

 Students are advised to work with guidance to 
connect to employment centres to create a 
personal portfolio (resume, cover letters, letters 
of reference) to present to prospective 
employers 

 Co-op Education is a valuable component of 
workplace preparation 



Academic Upgrading 
 Seneca College 

Adult students 19+ 

Tuition Free 

Upgrade English, Math, Chemistry and 
Biology for college programs 

Earn high school equivalency and meet 
prerequisites of college programs, 
employment and apprenticeship requirements 

Continuous intake 

Career counselling 

www.workforceready.ca 

http://www.workforceready.ca/


Financial Planning 

Scholarships 

 

Ontario Student Assistance Plan – OSAP 
 



Career Cruising 



Tips for Parents 
 Help your teen understand who they 

are by identifying their skills, interests 
and goals 

 Help your teen explore a variety of 
destinations and careers 

 Help your teen develop good work 
habits 

 Visit post-secondary institutions, career, 
college and university fairs 

 



Tips for Parents…. 

 Provide advice on money management 

 Recognize the importance of setting 
directions for the future by encouraging 
your teen to consider multiple options 

 Help your teen to be mindful of the 
destination, but focus primarily on the 
journey 

 Honour your teen’s decisions 


