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SEPTEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

POPE FRANCIS CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Guided by Gospel Values and Catholic Virtues to Educate All Students

Core Values

Catholicity, Excellence, Equity, Fiscal Responsibility, Inclusion, 
Integrity, Respect.

Mission

Guided by Gospel Values and Catholic Virtues, in partnership with 
home and Church, we educate and inspire all students to reach their 
full potential in a safe and caring environment.

Strategic Commitments

Integration of Our Catholic Faith, Continuous Improvement of Student 
Achievement, Effective Use of Our Resources, Engaging Our 
Communities.

Vision

Our students will become creative and critical thinkers who integrate 
Catholic values into their daily lives, as socially responsible global 
citizens.

Principal’s Message 
As we enter into a new school year at Pope Francis, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
everyone back. As the newly appointed principal of Pope Francis, I look forward to meeting all families in 
the coming days and weeks. We welcome all families with open arms and hope you can get involved at the 
school. We extend a special thanks to our Trustee, Rose Cantisano for her support and representing us so 
well at the Board level. We also would like to thank our Superintendent Anthony Arcadi for all his support 
at the Board level.

Welcome to all staff, students and families who join us in their first year at Pope Francis. We are proud to 
have you share in this great community. It is our hope that you will feel a part of our “family” as soon as 
possible and that your experiences here will be both pleasant and rewarding.

It was very exciting to meet and greet so many students and parents when school started today. The joy of 
watching students re-acquaint themselves with each other and their teacher is a pleasure to behold. All 
anxieties about the new school year quickly fade away as our students work and play together. The first few 
days are spent planning for the exciting year that lies ahead. After many years in education, we would not 
want to miss the joy of sharing these days with your children.

The staff is a committed and hard working group of educators who will provide a meaningful and productive 
school year for your children. It is through the cooperative efforts and positive interaction of all partners in 
our Catholic Community; students, parents, staff, support staff, St. Padre Pio Church, Board personnel, 
Superintendent and trustees that we will continue to be successful in achieving our goals.

It is the mission of our school to help each and every child realize his or her full potential in a Christ 
centered, supportive, safe and caring learning environment. This is so that they may become responsible, 
productive citizens and life-long learners as we prepare for the challenges of the twenty-first
century.

I invite you to join us for our Curriculum Night on Thursday, September 12 at 7:00 pm. We look forward 
to the opportunity of continuing to serve the community of Pope Francis in the education of our your 
children. We thank you in advance for supporting our school endeavors. We are ready to renew our 
commitment to continue to build a Professional Catholic Learning Community here at Pope Francis.

Yours in Catholic Education,

A. de Sousa 

Mr. A. de Sousa
Principal

https://www.ycdsb.ca/pfs/
https://www.ycdsb.ca/pfs/
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Kindergarten: S. Gallo / M. Liriano
M. Lamanna / A. Badiali
J. Mancuso / I. Zito

        A. Scola/ T. Albino
        C. Michele/ Bartolomeo
          A. Donato/ N. Masi

C. Pianezza/ R. Santilli 

Grade 1: T. Tolatta 
L. Palma
C. Milazzo

Grade 2: D. Quarto-Martins  
A. Aquino
R. Caporiccio
S. Carrera

Grade 3: M. Greco
N. Barnett

Grade 3/4: L. Daniele

Grade 4: A. Scott
S. Bartolomeo

Grade 5: K. Pasqualino

Grade 5/6: R. Crivaro

Grade 6: T. Brockest

Grade 7: V. Colabro

Grade 7/8: T. Romeo

Grade 8: A. Larsen

Teacher Librarian: A. Marrone 

Library Tech: C. Coffini

Core: L. Daniele
M. Di Vincenzo

French: L. De Luca
C. Padula
J. Colaianni
G. Bartelli

Physical Ed.: S. Perry
N. Greco
O. DiCostanza
T. Ierullo-Anzalone

Music: M. Panzo
C. Savin

ESL: E. Colarusso
N. Di Raimo

Ed. Assistants: S. Cahill
A. Hendrych
M. Broz
G. Facchinelli
G. Scanga
N. Rella

Secretarial Staff: M. Pellegrino
V. Sousa

Custodial Staff: A. Graniero
F. Borza
D. Fiorentino

Pope Francis Catholic Elementary School Staff 
2019-2020



 3

POPE FRANCIS NUT-SAFE PLAN: 
In our school, there are students with potentially life threatening forms of allergic reactions called 
Anaphylaxis. If an allergic child comes in contact with even a small quantity of peanut or other nut 
product, the child may develop hives, swelling and/or have difficulty breathing. If 
the reaction is not stopped, the symptoms may become more severe 
leading to a drop in blood pressure, loss of consciousness, and in some cases, 
even death. Immediate action must be taken by administration of an Epi-Pen. 

We wanted to share this information to make you aware of how 
severe this condition is and to heighten your awareness of the 
condition in our school. Parents are requested to refrain from bringing in 
treats such as cakes, donuts, cookies, etc., for birthdays and/or other 
celebrations because of the risks associated with these products for students 
with severe allergies. Instead you may wish to send non-food items (i.e. loot bags, etc.). 

Please remember, it is critical to read the product ingredient listing every time you purchase a 
product since ingredients can change without notice. 

SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAMME: 
The Safe Arrival program allows parents to report their child’s absence quickly and 
conveniently in one of two ways: 

 1. Parents can log into a website, http://yorkcdsb.schoolconnects.com, to access a Safe 
     Arrival Parent Portal where an account can be set up to report absences.   
       OR    
 2. Parents can call into an automated interactive telephone system via a toll free   
     number (1-855-856-7862) through which absences can be reported. 

PEDICULOSIS (HEAD LICE): 

“The York Catholic District School Board recognizes and appreciates concerns related to pediculosis 
at the school, community, and regional level. The Board also recognizes that the Ministry of Health 
does not designate pediculosis as a communicable disease, and as such, it is not considered a health 
hazard to the community.” (Policy 210) Anyone can get head lice, regardless of cleanliness. Head 
lice are not a public hazard, as they do not cause illness, but they are a nuisance. To prevent this 
from becoming a problem at Pope Francis CES we all need to work together. Please check your 
child’s head weekly for lice or nits. If you do find lice or nits, contact the office so that we can notify 
other parents in the class to keep a special watch for any signs of head lice. 

Please refer to the information sheet attached to this newsletter, “The Facts of Lice.” It contains 
information about the identification, treatment and prevention of head lice. 

Please ensure that your child is free of lice prior to having them return to school. For more in-
formation or advice on the identification, treatment and prevention of head lice, please contact the 
Public Health Nurses at Health Connection, 1-800-361-5653.

POPE FRANCIS CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                                                                                                                                SEPTEMBER 2019
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SCHOOL HOURS: 
School begins promptly at 9:05 am. Students and parents are reminded that each student has a 
responsibility to be on time. Arriving late disturbs the other students and interferes with the 
learning of others. Let us work together to teach the value of “being on time”. 

8:50 am Supervision Begins 
9:05 am Entry 

10:25 - 10:40 am Recess 
12:05 - 1:05 pm Lunch 

1:05 pm Afternoon Entry 
2:25 - 2:40 pm Recess 

3:35 pm Dismissal 

Please note that supervision does not begin until 8:50 am; 15 minutes prior to the start of the 
school day. Students may not be left unattended prior to this time, either in the yard or in the 
school. Also, there is no supervision available to students (other than the Before-and-After- 
School Programme) after the final bell. Supervision prior to 8:50 am and after 3:35 pm is a 
parental responsibility. Please note, parent(s) and guardian(s) are to remain outside our 
boundary fences at all times. 

2019/2020 SCHOOL AGENDAS DELAYED: 

Again this year, Pope Francis will be using Agendas as a communication and organizational tool for 
students, teachers and parents. Unfortunately, we have been notified by the manufacturer that 
there will be a delay in distributing student Agendas this year. We are working to resolve the 
situation as quickly as possible and hope to have our Agendas by the end of September. In the 
meantime, we are putting processes in place to ensure effective communication between teachers, 
students and parents. 

PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES:  
Students are expected to keep all personal electronic devices (i.e. cell phones, Blackberries, iPods, 
cameras and other wireless technologies) out of sight and turned off during the school day. The 
school assumes no responsibility for the loss, recovery, repair or replacement of any personal 
electronic device brought onto school property. In order to prevent loss, confiscation or damage, 
students are encouraged to leave these devices at home.  If a student has a cell phone on during the 
school day and is caught using it, the phone will be confiscated. We ask all parents for their support 
in this matter as it is getting very difficult to control students who are using their smart phones in 
the washroom, school yard during recess and during instructional time. 

SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK: 

As part of preparing students for fire drills and lockdowns, we will have our safety week starting 
Tuesday, September 24th until Friday, September 27th. Please speak to your child/ren regarding the 
importance of safety. There will be 3 fire drills that week (weather permitting) and 1 lockdown.  

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL: 

Our first Catholic School Council meeting will be scheduled in the coming weeks. We hope you are 
able to attend. We will also elect the Catholic School Council for our 2019-2020 school year. If you 
are interested in joining our Council please complete the Nomination Form attached in this 
Newsletter. 

POPE FRANCIS CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                                                                                                                                SEPTEMBER 2019
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PARTNERSHIP: 
In order for any school to succeed, it is 
paramount that students, teachers, 
administration, and parents works together. As 
the saying goes, “It takes a village to raise a 
child”. This makes us all accountable to our 
children. We are extremely fortunate to be in a 
Catholic Learning Community like Pope Francis 
where our children can achieve their heart’s 
desire.  

Entering my first year at Pope Francis, I am a 
privileged man to have such a wonderful school. 
We are blessed with such wonderful students 
who will always put a smile on our faces in times 
of struggle. It is because of this that we must 
strive to continue to nourish and foster a love for 
learning. Our children look to us to set examples 
of norms and values. Children with role models 
who exemplify Catholic virtues such as courage, 
compassion, patience, kindness, humility and 
forgiveness, often become adults who 
demonstrate the same virtues. As teachers, administrators and parents, we have a moral obligation 
to provide and sustain pathways to opportunities where children can learn and succeed. 

One of my favourite sayings is, “What would Jesus do?” As Catholics, it is imperative that we foster 
a culture which embraces Gospel values and teaches our children the importance of fortitude. With 
each passing day our world is becoming more and more complicated. It is our duty as adults to be 
role models to our children where they feel love, respect and trust. 

WEBSITE: https://www.ycdsb.ca/pfs/ TWITTER: @pfs_ycdsb 

CURRICULUM NIGHT 

We hope you will join us for our 
Curriculum Night on Thursday, 

September 12 at 7:00 p.m. It will be an 
opportunity not only to meet your child’s 

teacher, but to hear about your child’s 
program and expectations for the year. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

LUNCHTIME SUPERVISOR NEEDED! 

Are you interested in applying for a 
Lunchtime Supervisory position? If so, 
please contact our main office for further 

details. This is a paid position and 
requires little time during the week.  

OUR KISS’N RIDE: 
This year you will noticed there are many more kindergarten students this year at Pope Francis as our 

family continues to grow! In order to help avoid traffic congestion in our west parking lot, we would ask 
that the Kiss’n Ride drop-off zone adjacent to the kindergarten yard be used by Kindergarten parents/

guardians only.  

All other students from Gr. 1 to 8 may be dropped off closer to the main school yard entrance or along 
the west side of the drive, closer to the park. Keep in mind that the sidewalk extends the entire length 
of the parking lot and that students may be dropped off at any point you deem safe according to the 

volume of traffic and other conditions. If you need to stop for any length of time, please park your car in 
a defined parking space in the parking lot or on the street.  

Please note that the East Loop is for buses only! Please park on the street or in the west parking lot. 
Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe!

https://www.ycdsb.ca/pfs/
https://www.ycdsb.ca/pfs/
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Pope Francis Catholic Elementary School
Catholic School Council Nomination Form

THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 – 2020 CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERS

We are very grateful to the many dedicated C. S. C. members who served on the 2018-2019 Catholic School Council. The council 
was committed to supporting the school and teachers to ensure that Pope Francis would be a place where students grow in faith, 
pursue academic excellence, and enjoy learning in a safe and welcoming environment. Thank you to these wonderful volunteers who 
contributed so much to our Catholic School Council this past year.

CONSIDER JOINING THE 2019-2020 COUNCIL:
Each year, Catholic School Council elections are held within the first 30 days of school. This year, our election night will take place 
in the next few weeks. Information will be shared at a later date. We encourage new parents; it is a great way to get involved in your 
school community!

MEMBERS:
Members include elected parents/guardians of students enrolled in the school, student representatives, teaching and non-teaching staff 
representatives, parish and community representative and the principal. All members are equal partners, with parents forming the 
majority. The chair is a parent elected by the full council.

MEETINGS:
Meetings are held a minimum of four times per year and are open to the public. Minutes are kept and all financial transactions are 
recorded.

MANDATE OF THE COUNCIL:
Members are asked to objectively represent and communicate the views of the community, maintaining a school-wide perspective on 
all issues. The council’s mandate is to provide advice to the Principal on a number of areas including:

-Catholic faith dimension -School improvement -Curriculum priorities
-School discipline -Budget priorities -School dress code/uniform policy
-Date setting for the year -Committee structures -Fundraising
-Implementing Ministry/Board policies -Principal selection criteria
_________________________________________________________________________________________

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NOMINATION FORM
Election Night: TBD

7:00 p.m. 
Pope Francis Catholic Elementary School

CANDIDATE’S NAME:________________________________________________________________________________

Child(ren) Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE # ______________________________ BUSINESS/CELL PHONE#____________________________________

I wish to declare my candidacy or nominate someone for an elected position as a parent representative on the school council. I understand the role and responsibilities 
of a member of the school council.

Candidate’s Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________

Date_________________________________
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September 2019
Sunday      Monday      Tuesday     Wednesday       Thursday          Friday          Saturday

1 2 

Labour Day

3 

First Day of 
School

4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 

Curriculum 
Night  
7:00 p.m.

13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 

P.A. Day

24 

Safety 
Awareness  
Week

25 26 27 

Terry Fox Walk

28

29 30


