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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

The first Sunday of Advent marks the anticipation and hope of the birth of our Saviour, 
Jesus.  During the season of Advent, we ask that the children focus on preparing for 
the birth of Jesus through their daily interactions with others. 

As part of our daily reflections and prayers, we also focus on the significance of the 
Advent Wreath along with the three purple candles and one pink candle.  The circular 
unending shape of the wreath reminds us that God’s love for us is everlasting.  The 
purple coloured candles remind us to change our hearts and return to the love and 
kindness of our Saviour.  The pink coloured candle represents Joy.  On the third 
Sunday of Advent we rejoice in the fact that the celebration of the coming of the 
Saviour is almost here. 

Jesus is the light of the world who guides us as we wait in anticipation of his birth.  He 
is God’s gift to the world.  Let us rejoice! 
 
Wishing you all the blessings and joy of the holiday season. 

 
Yours in Catholic Education,    
R. Gravina,                   
Principal.                                  

Principal’s Message 

  Luke 4:18 Club “Christmas Store”  
 
Tis’ the season for giving with our hearts! To celebrate the spirit of giving the Junior 
division together with Luke 4:18 will be opening San Marco’s second “Christmas Store”.  
For the next two weeks, we are kindly asking for your donations!  Please send to school 
ANY unwanted, new or gently used clothing, books, toys and other knick knacks that can 
be sold in our store.  Beginning Dec. 13th, the store will open for business.  At that time, 
students in the PRIMARY division will have an opportunity to shop at the store and 
purchase gifts for their loved ones at a small fee, ranging from $0.25 to $5.00.  Purchased 
items will be wrapped by our little junior elves and our intermediate stewards and 
delivered to the primary customers just in time for them to bring home for the Christmas 
Break.  On Christmas morning our primary students will truly feel the joy of giving as they 
see their loved ones open the gifts they have thoughtfully chosen and purchased for 
them.  Proceeds for the Christmas Store will go to benefit needy families at Christmas.  

Thank you for supporting this worthy cause! God Bless You and Merry 
Christmas from San Marco’s Luke 4:18 Committee 
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Catholic School Council 
Our next Catholic School Council meeting 
will be Wednesday January 16 at 6:30pm. 
All meeting dates are posted on our school 
website. All are welcome! 
 

Civvies Day 
 
Our next Civvies days will be held on Friday, 

December 7th and Friday, January 11th , 2019. 
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******************************* 
Anaphylaxis  
As we continue to take a proactive approach to 
make our school a safe environment for our 
students with life-threatening food allergies, 
please be reminded that the school is a Nut-Safe 
environment.  It is a good practice to wash your 
hands thoroughly before and after each meal to 
avoid cross contamination, particularly after 
breakfast and before coming to school. 
We thank you for your continued effort in keeping 
our school a safe environment for all the students. 

 
 

Catholic  Virtues 
This month, we celebrate the Virtue of 

HOPE.  Hope is very much a Christian 

value.   We prepare for Christmas by waiting 
with hope, faith, joy, and love.  As 
Christmas approaches, we pray that the 
Christmas miracle of love, hope, peace and 
joy will enrich our lives and those of our 
loved ones. 

                        

San Marco Christmas 
Concert 2018! 

Please mark your calendar for our concert on 
December 12, 2018 at 6:30 pm. (Inclement 
weather date is Dec. 13th).  Our JK to Grade 
8 San Marco students will be performing live 
in concert!  Doors open at 6:00 pm and we 
ask that students be in their own 

classrooms by no later than 6:15 pm.  Due 
to limited seating, like in years past, 
each family will be guaranteed a 
maximum of THREE tickets.  Tickets 
MUST be presented at the door prior to 
entrance to the gymnasium.  Students will 
remain in their own classroom for the 
duration of the concert and we ask that 
parents please pick up their children from 
their classroom at the end of the concert.  
Please note, students will have an opportunity to 

watch the concert during our dress rehearsal.   

               
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Advent Mass and  Advent 
Reconciliation 
Please join us for our Advent Mass on 
Wednesday, December 19th at 9:15 am.  
Advent Reconciliation for Gr. 3-8 students 
will take place on Friday, December 14th 
at the school 
 

Holy Sacraments - Dates 
Please refer to St. Peter’s Church Bulletin 
for special notices regarding Sacraments. 

First Holy Communion: May 4 at 5pm (rehearsal 
with parents May 3 at 8pm at Church) 
        
Confirmation: May 8, 2018 at 7pm (rehearsal 
with sponsors at May 6 at 8pm at Church)  

 

                                           

 
 
 
 
 

 
***************************** 
Medication 
If your child requires medication (prescribed 
by a physician), please notify the school and 
complete the necessary S16A form (available 
at the office).  All medication must be sent to 
the office for safekeeping.  Please note that 
medication cannot be administered by 
Administration without completing the 

necessary forms. 
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Reporting Student Absences/Safe 
Arrival 

. 
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Christmas SPIRIT WEEK 
beginning December 17th 

Our Christmas Spirit Week will run from 
December 17th to December 21st .  Each day 
that week students are invited to participate in 
a themed day. Please scroll down to our 
calendar section for a list of themed activities 

for each day. We are asking for students 
to please donate $2.00 (or any amount 
would be much appreciated) in support 
of ShareLife this year during Christmas 
Spirit Week. Thank you for sharing your 
Christmas Spirit San Marco! 
 

Drop Off Zone 
Drivers are reminded to continue to be 
cautious of students who are crossing the 
sidewalk on either side of the loop and to 
obey the stop sign which is located at the end 
of the loop.  

Please do not pass vehicles that are 

unloading students. Treat it like a 

“drive thru”. Please move your vehicle 

as close as you can to the stop sign, 
rather than stopping in front of the doors 
when unloading your child even if there 
are no cars in front of you. Also please do 
not enter/exit the parking lot at the end 
of the day.  

Please obey all safety signs and 

do not pass or drive by the 

SCHOOL BUSES. Also please 

obey the “DO NOT EXIT” and 

“ONE WAY” signs. Thank you all 

for your cooperation. 
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One of our greatest priorities is ensuring that all 
our students arrive safely to school every day.  In 
order to report your child(ren)’s absence or late, 
you are required to access our Safe Arrival 
Program.  The Safe Arrival Program allows parents 
and guardians to report their child(ren)’s absence 
or late in advance, or bell time for the current 
day.  The YCDSB has implemented an enhanced 
Safe Arrival Program through School messenger, 
which includes a new website and APP. The Safe 
Arrival Number remains the same (1-855-856-
7862). Parents/guardians can report 
lates/absences using any of the 3 methods below: 
Call the Toll Free Safe Arrival Number: 1-855-
856-7862.  Use the Safe Arrival School Messenger 
Website: go.schoolmessenger.ca or use your 

mobile device to download the 
SchoolMessenger App from the Apple App 
Store or the Google Play Store. 
 

Grade 4 Visit to Casa Loma and 
Grade 5 Visit to Harbour Front 
Last month, our grade 4 students visited Casa 
Loma and our grade 5 students visited the 
Harbour Front as part of their external 
learning opportunities. Our grade 4 students 
learned about the Middle Ages and early 
societies while our grade 5 students explored 
the Harbour Front as part of their class unit on 
the study of Government.  We thank all our 
parent volunteers for assisting us on these 
learning experiences for our children. 
 

 

Reporting Student Absences/Safe 
Arrival 
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Hallowe’en Dance-a-thon:  Fundraiser 

UPDATE 
Our annual Hallowe'en Dance-a-thon Fundraiser was a tremendous 

success.  Students had a wonderful time and enjoyed a fun-filled dance-a-thon 
and Haunted House!  We had our Halloween Assembly on Monday, November 
19, 2018.  Children received prizes, visited with Marco the Lion, our beloved 
school Mascot and watched their teachers and Principal dance the Macarena on 
stage!   

Special THANKS to the ENTIRE SAN MARCO COMMUNITY for your 

generous support of our Catholic School Council & School Fundraiser.   

Together we grossed just over $10,000!! 

 

Top Pledgers **Class Pizza Lunch  

(Raising $1000 or more) 

1. Sophia P.   1.  Ms. Rizzi, Gr. 5/6 
2. Adam F.    2.  Ms. Falbo, JK/SK 
3. John Paul D.   3.  Ms. Vigliatore, Grade 6 
4. Marco P.   4.  Ms. Salituro, Grade 8 
5. Marco P.    
6. Thomas M.    
7. Isabella R. 
8. Mianna S.   **Class Pizza Lunch will be ordered on  

MONDAY, DECEMBER. 10, 2018.  
Children will receive one slice of cheese pizza ! 
Kindly sign and return permission forms to the 
classroom teacher by the due date. 
 

We continue to use these funds to support school initiatives, goals and 
activities that enhance student learning and we will update the community 

regularly on new resources, activities and programs at San Marco.  

 
Class Pumpkin Design Winners:  Ms. Falbo, Ms. Vigliatore, Ms. Salituro, Ms. 
Amato!      Children will also receive one slice of cheese pizza on Monday, 

December 3, 2018.  Kindly sign and  return Permission forms to the classroom 
teacher by the due date.
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Colder weather on the way . . . 
 
Colder days are on their way so please ensure 
your child(ren) is warmly dressed for outdoor 
recesses. It is also very important to please 
send extra socks and a change of clothes for 
wet/cold weather. Please note that in 
accordance to YCDSB Policy 221 and in 
collaboration with the San Marco CSC, it was 
determined that in extreme cold weather 
temperatures of –15 degrees Celsius or colder, 
students will be directed to remain indoors for 
recess.  
 
Please note that other winter factors such as high 
winds, icy conditions on the pavement and/or 
field, or wet snow will be taken into 
consideration.   
 

 

       
 
 

Pediculosis 
 

The York Catholic District School Board 
recognizes concerns related to pediculosis (head 
lice) at the school and community level.  
Pediculosis (head lice) are not a public hazard, as 
they do no cause illness, but they are a nuisance.  
To prevent pediculosis (head lice) from becoming 
a problem at our school we all need to work 
together.  Please check your child’s head on a 
regular basis for lice or nits.  If you find lice or 
nits, you must contact the office so that we can 
notify other parents to keep a special watch for 
any signs of head lice.    
 
A student’s readmission to school is contingent 
upon the Parent/Guardian submitting a  
completed and signed “Pediculosis Treatment 
Form” communicating to the Principal that 
treatment for pediculosis (head lice) has been 
administered. 
 
More information on the identification, treatment 
and prevention of pediculosis (head lice) from the 
Canadian Pediatric Society 
(http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/hea
dlice) and Toronto Public Health 
(toronto.ca/health) 

 

 

Bullying Awareness Presentations 
 

             
 
November was Bullying Awareness Month and 
we had some special activities and 
presentations organized for our children.  The  
highlight of the week was our bullying 
awareness Magic Shows entitled “Find Your 
Magic:  The Anti-Bullying Magic Show”. 
 
Our students also participated in “ODD SOCK 
Day” and participated in learning activities in 
their classes and library visits and learned 
about bullying prevention strategies. And our 
entire school created anti-bullying banners for 
our school wide contest.. 

 
We would like to thank our Catholic School 
Council and our parent community for 
supporting these school initiatives through our 
school fundraising efforts.  Thank you for your 
continued support! 
 

            
 
 

 

                  

    

http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/headlice
http://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/headlice
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****************************************************************************************

          
It’s the most wonderful time of the year.  Christmas will soon be upon us and in honour of this most festive 

and holy celebration, numerous Christmas and Advent resources will be available for check out.  Our 

Primary trip to watch The Grinch will be Friday, December 7.  It promises to be an exciting adventure.  A 

big THANK YOU to all our San Marco community for your ongoing support during our book fair last 

month.  We had another successful one thanks to all of you.  Parents, thank you for continuing to encourage 

your students to return their books on time. I wish you all the very best this Christmas season and a very 

healthy and happy New Year.      Read!  Learn!  Grow!  Inspire!            Ms. C. Boragina                               

 
 

 

 

San Marco Rosary Club  
The San Marco Rosary Club continues to meet 
weekly in our School Chapel.  All students are 
welcome !    
     

      
                 

Intermediate Dance Club 
 
Our Intermediate Dance Club continues to meet 
weekly during recesses and students are already 
practising their routines just in time for our 
Christmas Concert!  YOU SHOULD BE DANCING!!!! 
 

 

Luke 4:18 Social Justice Club 
 
Our Luke 4:18 Social Justice Club is doing a 
wonderful job this year.  So far they have 
worked on our Terry Fox Walk and our 
Thanksgiving Food Drive.  Their next big project 
is our San Marco Christmas Store. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

HOT LUNCH – Wed and Thurs 
Our Hot Lunch Program continues every 
Wednesday and Thursday.  Many thanks to our 
dedicated Catholic School Council and parent 
volunteers, without whom, this program 

would not be possible.  THANK YOU! 

 

Snacks Sales –Wed and Thurs 
We continue with selling nut safe snacks at 
lunch on Wednesday & Thursdays which 

coincides with our Hot Lunch Program. 

Students may come down to the servery after 
eating their lunch. 

                           
 

Dress Code Additional Option 
San Marco Catholic School Council would 
like your input on adding an additional 
colour option to our School Dress Code 
“bottoms”.  A number of parents have asked 
if San Marco can add grey bottoms to our 
dress code as the colour is cooler in the 
warmer months and easy to find in stores.  
If you have any input, please let me know 
by December 21, 2018.  The item will be 
discussed at our next Catholic School 
Council Meeting in January.  Thank you. 

 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjeyeaxv7zPAhUF0YMKHazRCGEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.metuchenlibrary.org%2Fwelcome-2%2Flibrary-news%2F&psig=AFQjCNEbJyvcnKfm8Q1D8cI_iYPagkU2Gg&ust=1475510554541105
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San Marco CES – DECEMBER 2018 

 

 
Important Information                            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 
   

 
1 

2 3 Christmas Store 

Collection 
Continues all week! 
Pumpkin Design 
Pizza for winning 
classes today 
(children will 
receive one slice of 
cheese pizza) 

CONCERT TICKET 
ORDER FORMS 
DUE 

 

4 
 

5 

 
6 7  

Civvies Day 
 
The Grinch 
Movie Day 
 

8 

9 

 

10  
Dance-a-thon 
Pizza for top 
classes today 
(children will 
receive one slice 
of cheese pizza) 

11   
 

 

12 Christmas 

Concert at 
6:30 
(Inclement Weather 
Day Dec. 13)  
Doors Open at 
6pm; students to 
be in class by no 
later than 6:15 

 

13 

The San Marco 
Christmas Store is 
open for 
business! 
 

14 
Advent 
Reconciliation 
Gr.3-8 at SMO 
 
Holy Cross 
Registration 
Packages due 
at San Marco 

15 

16 17 
 
Spirit of 
Christmas 
Week 

Christmas 
Sweater Day 

18 
 
 
 
Santa Hat/Elf 
Hat or 
Reindeer Ears 
Day 

19   
 ADVENT Mass at 
9:15 am 

 
 
Red/White & 
Green Day 

20 
 
 
 
Festive Christmas 
Accessories and 
Sock Day ! 

21 Last day 

of School – 
We resume 
Jan. 7, 2019 
 

Cozy 
Pajama Day 
 

23 

24 25  MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

SAN MARCO! 

26 

 
27 
 
 

28 

 

29 30 

31 

Have a Safe and Blessed Christmas  

and a Wonderful New Year!! 

See you on January 7, 2019! 
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Active School Travel  

 

December 2018 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

As the colder months approach us, our time spent outdoors is often 
limited.  However, there are many benefits to being outdoors in the 
winter including: encouraging creative play; increasing physical 
exercise using different muscles groups; getting fresh air; improving 
problem-solving skills; and increasing exposure to vitamin D.  

Just as we prepare for winter by bundling up or getting our flu shots, 
we prepare for Christmas by celebrating the Advent season. Advent is 
a time to reflect and prepare for the birth of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 

Our York Catholic Active School Travel Team and Religious 
Education Department have teamed up this Advent to take our 
students on an Active School Travel Challenge. Using the Jesse 
Journey Tree, pictured on the right, students are encouraged to reflect 
on a different Jesse Journey Tree symbol and its related scripture 
passage each day as they journey to school between December 3 - 21.   

How it works: 

● Download our Active School Travel Challenge Package containing Jesse Journey Tree symbols, 

scripture passages and prayers for each day of Advent. Please print off a copy for your child.  The 

package is also posted on the Boards website under Student Transportation at: 

https://www.ycdsb.ca/student-transportation/. 

● Each day, families/students read the passage and prayer and children colour and cut out their symbol 

at home (with the help of an adult as needed), and carry it with them as they walk/wheel to school or 

their bus stop while making the daily journey connections.  

● When students arrive at school, or at an appropriate time during the school day, they should then add 

their symbol under the Jesse Journey Tree located in the school’s front foyer. Over the course of the 

15 school days during Advent, the tree will fill up.  

● We will Tweet the symbols and connections each school day from @ycdsb_AST.  Tweet us photos of 

your journey and tag @ycdsb_AST so we can share your child’s Advent journey. 

● Following the daily symbols in the Active School Travel Challenge Package there is a picture of a 

Jesse Tree for your child to colour the corresponding symbol for each day they walk/wheel to school or 

the bus stop. Send a photo of your child’s coloured tree to:  activeschooltravel@ycdsb.ca by 

January 7, 2019 to be entered in a prize draw! The winner will be chosen by random draw, no 

minimum days required for entry. 

The Jesse Journey Tree is a way of celebrating our religious family tree while we promote healthy living, and a 
rich prayer life. We hope you will join us on this Advent journey!  

Sincerely, 

YCDSB Active School Travel Team and the Religious Education Department 
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