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The York Catholic Parent Involvement Committee for 2024-2025 consisted of the following 
Executive Members: 

• Martina Saverino, Chair 

• Jaclyn Toma, Vice-Chair 

• Christina Gillison, Treasurer 

• Robyn De Cicco, Secretary 
 
 A LETTER FROM YCPIC CHAIR, MARTINA SAVERINO 
 
June 2025 

 
Dear York Catholic DSB Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
 
My name is Martina Saverino, and I am honoured to serve as the Chair of the York Catholic Parent 
Involvement Committee (YCPIC) for the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 terms.  As a parent advisory body to 
our Director of Education, our primary purpose of the YCPIC is to promote effective parent involvement, 
enabling parents to play a stronger role in supporting student achievement. The Director of Education and 
the Board are responsible for considering the recommendations made by the members of the YCPIC and 
for informing us of the actions taken in response to these recommendations. Agendas, minutes of meetings 
held and financial records are available for public perusal on the YCDSB’s website, under the YCPIC page.  

 
The YCPIC has had a very busy and rewarding 2024-2025. The YCPIC held five meetings this year on 
September 23rd, November 25th, January 20th, March 31st and May 20th. We worked on various issues during 
the year, including: 

• Procuring supplies for refugee students in the YCDSB 

• Creation of a digital repository for Council documents 

• Providing Input on School Messenger student absence choices 

• Selecting engaging conference topics for our school community 

• Requesting resources to support parents in leveraging artificial intelligence 

 
These meetings were open to the public so as to encourage input from parents and other members of our 
school board community. The primary purpose of the YCPIC is to promote effective parent involvement, 
enabling parents to play a stronger role in supporting student achievement. During this scholastic year, the 
YCPIC hosted the following workshops and conferences aimed at providing our school communities with 
increased awareness and knowledge of important topics so they can better support our student body: 

• 2025 New CSC Treasurers Workshop 

• 2025 Orientation Workshop for New Catholic School Council Executive Members 

• Winter Social (January 25, 2025) 

• Spring Social (March 22, 2025) 

• Beyond the Worry: Raising Resilient Kids in an Anxious World (April 5, 2025) 

• Raising Financially Savvy Families (April 26, 2025) 

• Financial Literacy Virtual Presentation - How to Teach Your Kids About Money (May 10, 2025) 

• Dismantling Ableism and Celebrating Neurodiversity (May 31, 2025) 
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The New CSC Treasurers Workshop and Orientation Workshop for New Catholic School Council Executive 
members, held every year, were held with the purpose of introducing new Executive Council members to 
the function of their roles, providing them with the opportunity to learn from experienced members, as well 
as having the opportunity to ask questions.  

 
The Winter and Spring Socials were organized to provide parents and guardians with opportunities to 
network, share fundraising challenges, discuss what strategies worked or didn’t, and explore other activities 
to better engage the parent community. Both events were well attended and featured many productive 
conversations and exchanges of ideas. 

 
The conferences we hosted were based on topics presented by our YCPIC members, who allowed the 
democratic process to prevail and voted on which topics would be presented. These were topics that all 
members felt strongly about presenting to our school parent communities.  

 
In an effort to be financially responsible, all our activities were carried out staying well within our budget. 
Our financial documents can be found within our meeting minutes, located on our page, on the YCDSB 
website.  

 
As this year’s term comes to an end, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our YCPIC members 
for taking the time out of their busy schedules to attend meetings, as well as support our YCPIC events by 
attending and assisting. Your support and assistance did not go unnoticed.  

 
To this term’s Executive members, Jaclyn Toma, Vice-Chair; Christina Gillison, Treasurer; Robyn De Cicco, 
Secretary, I’d like to extend my most sincere appreciation for your value, insight, and time.  

 
Appreciation is extended to John De Faveri, Director of Education, Jennifer Sarna, Associate Director, and 
the Board Staff.  We would like to thank you for your continuous, steadfast support, as well as the 
opportunity to voice our opinions openly and without judgment.  Thank you to Chair Elizabeth Crowe and 
Vice-Chair Maria Iafrate for your consistent participation and vast knowledge, and most importantly, thank 
you for having the best interests of our students and families at heart. 

 
As this year ends, I wish all of you a restful yet enjoyable summer and hope to see you back in September 
with a renewed sense of motivation to make our next term even better than this one. 

 
“The power of one, if fearless and focused, is formidable, but the power of many working together is 
better.” ~ Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 

 
Sincerely yours,  

 
Chair, YCPIC, 2024-2026 

 


