YORK CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

STUDENT SUCCESS & PATHWAYS COMMITTEE MEETING
AGENDA

Monday, October 27, 2025
2:00 p.m.
Catholic Education Centre
320 Bloomington Rd. West, Aurora, ON. L4G OM1

Watch the Student Success & Pathways Committee Meeting STREAM event on our YCDSB TV
Channel: http://bit.ly/YCDSB-TV

* Indicates Addendum

Pages
1. OPENING PRAYER/LAND ACKNOWLEGEMENT
Creator God, as we journey through this world, give us the grace to allow your
Holy Spirit to work through us. Help us to speak, think and work with honesty,
and compassion, to celebrate all that is life-giving, to restore hope where It has
been lost, and to bring about change where it is needed. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ, our companion.
Amen
We are gathered on the ancestral lands and waters of all Indigenous Peoples,
who have left their footprints on Mother Earth before us. We respectfully
acknowledge, those who have walked on it, those who walk on it now, and
future generations who have yet to walk upon it. We pray to the Creator for
strength and wisdom that all may continue to serve as stewards of the earth.
2. CALL TO ORDER
3. ROLL CALL
4. APPROVAL OF NEW MATERIAL
5. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
6. APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 3
7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
8. PRESENTATIONS
8.a Religion Department Updates David Pimentel 5
8.b  Continuing Education Anthony Pasquini 12

8.c Diploma in French Language Studies (DELF) Tanya Giovinazzo 17


http://bit.ly/YCDSB-TV

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

ACTION ITEM(S)
DISCUSSION ITEM(S)
INFORMATION ITEM(S)
NOTICES OF MOTION
FUTURE ITEM(S)
ADJOURNMENT
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York Catholic District School Board

MINUTES
STUDENT SUCCESS & PATHWAYS COMMITTEE

Monday, May 12, 2025

A meeting of the Student Success & Pathways Committee was held on Monday, May 12, 2025 at the
Catholic Education Centre starting at 4:00 pm.

PRESENT:
Trustee Committee Members: In Person: F. Alexander, M. lafrate, A. Saggese
Virtual: M. Barbieri, T. McNicol
Other Trustees: In Person: E. Crowe
Absent with Notice: All Present.
Administration: In Person: J. De Faveri, J. Sarna, A, Arcadi, J. Chiutsi,
J. Powers, R. Ball, M. Benakis, N. Galatianos,
N. Gencarelii, T. Giovinazzo, M. Perry,
M. Schniering
Virtual: T. Laliberte
Recording: S. Greco
Presiding Chair: A. Saggese, Committee Chair

1. OPENING PRAYER (The Land Acknowledgement was recited after the Prayer)
2. ROLL CALL: All Committee Members Present.
3. APPROVAL OF NEW MATERIAL: NIL

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
MOTION: lafrate/Alexander
THAT the agenda be approved as presented.
MOTION CARRIED

5. APPROVAL OF UPDATED TERMS OF REFERENCE
MOTION: lafrate/Alexander
THAT the Terms of Reference for the Student Success & Pathways Committee be approved
as amended.
MOTION CARRIED

6. APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
MOTION: lafrate/Barbieri
THAT the Minutes of the Student Success & Pathways Committee Minutes of February 24,
2025 be approved as presented.
MOTION CARRIED
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7.

8.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM the MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: NIL

PRESENTATION(S):

a) EQAO Support Resources

A. Arcadi, Superintendent of Curriculum & Assessment introduced Marlene Perry (K-12

Literacy Consultant), Robert Ball (Math Strategy Consultant) and Maria Rosa Schniering (Gr 7-12
Math Consultant). Their presentation provided an overview of the comprehensive supports in place to
help YCDSB students excel in EQAO assessments. The insights shared were invaluable, particularly
the emphasis on targeted literacy and numeracy resources that align with both the provincial
curriculum expectations and the Board’s MYSP priorities.

The Committee had the opportunity to ask questions for clarification and commended staff for their
dedication to ensuring the potential of every student.

b) eSTIM de soi Project

A. Arcadi, Superintendent of Curriculum & Assessment introduced Marisa Benakis(STREAM
Consultant) and Tanya Giovinazzo (FSL Consultant). Their presentation highlighted the exciting
initiative that focuses on building self-esteem in STEM learning, integrating hands-on, technology-rich
experiences like LEGO robotics to spark curiosity and deepen engagement in French Immersion
students. This initiative took place across Grades 7 - 9 in both Core French and French Immersion
classes. The project is aligned with the Board’s goals of cultivating global citizens who are confident in
their communication skills and technologically proficient. Students will develop critical thinking,
problem solving and technology skills needed to participate as responsible global citizens.

The Committee indicated that this coding project being done in French would be beneficial to attract
French Immersion students to our Board. This information would be helpful to share at Grade 9
French Immersion open houses.

c) Pathways Update

A.Arcadi, Superintendent of Curriculum & Assessment introduced Nat Gencarelli (Program &
Pathways Consultant) and Nicholas Galatianos (Student Success Specialist and Principal of
Indigenous Education). They showcased the ongoing work in expanding pathways to post-secondary
success, including innovative partnerships that provide students with authentic hands-on learning
experiences in the skilled trades. This aligns closely with the Board’s commitment to preparing
students for the future through meaningful, real-world learning opportunities.

All the presentations represented a cross-section of the efforts to support every student’s journey
from early literacy to specialized career pathways.

ACTION ITEMS: NIL
DISCUSSION / INFORMATION ITEMS: NIL

NOTICE OF MOTION: NIL
FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S): NIL
NEXT MEETING DATE: November 2025

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: lafrate/Alexander

THAT the Student Success & Pathways Committee meeting adjourns at 5:19 pm
MOTION CARRIED
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Religious Education Update: VIRTUES

York Catholic District School Board Virtues

REV Nov. 2024

Resource
1 WILL STATEMENTS SCRIPTURE ES OF
PASSAGE )PLE WHO [VIRTUOUS
IODEL THIS  [FIGURES
Key Word (s)
‘o Twill stand up for what I know is | Storm on the Water [All
SEPTEMBER | Courage {\vfdg:ﬂwﬂ-hudmhwmd Oamtewild; 22:27) iz wems ol faar s g o s
A self-directed, o Iwill face challenges, fears |Saint Marguerite  [others ot our s fixed 02 G ™
le. and difficulties with fortitude d Youille o Frnci deSuls
life-long leamer Fortinude.
L
o1 Vinceat de Gt [
ake 10: 25-36) |Saint Teresa of %
OCTOBER | Compassi Iistening. L
PSSO | o Lwill be willing o frgive others. (Calcutta jéving
A disceming o Iuill ive of my resources o | €MPAMY: g
believer PRy lsuffering with
o Twill treat others ma ust, [The Laborers inthe | Saint Josephine. those who work for_|"Justice is love,
table and i o
HOVEMBER| | Justiod o Iwill play by the rules, take  [1-16) |Saint Martin de fwho is its object...”
Aresponsible fums and share. [Porres
o Iwill be open-minded. listento |, e
citizen A dedge lin":mny‘ St Augustine of Hippo
voices +
Twill rust in God's love. fThe Aumunciaion [ Mother Mary, [hose who [y the God ofhope
Twill maintain a positive attitude (Luke 1:838)  Mother of Jesus  [partcipate in [l you vathall joy and
DECEMBER Hope and look for the brighter side of [éssion. et [peace 0
sinuations
the pover of
Advent o Iwililyontiegaceofte | ooy et e
‘Holy Spirit for patience and
St Prep—
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Religious Education Update: VIRTUES (cont’d)

VORK CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD YORK CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
CATHOLIC VIRTUES CATHOLIC VIRTUES
At York Catholic Board, we focus . At York Catholic District School Board, we focus on one virtue each month.

APRAYER FORUNITY JUIREUT UL S APRAYER FORUNITY [CIRRINTUITZY

oo armnyanduiy. o ot harmony and uniy.

Youwant i cowork togenercobuns (AL L Vouwant us oo work ogeenerobuia VST ITL o
yous kingdom. Unity as a virtue means joining together o icnado

May our ears hear your voice clearly, P oA IRy et acoptsand] May our ears hear your voice clearly, Unity as a virtue means joining together as
e it T ey kN s y ‘one community that accepts and

appreciates the gifts and contributions. appreciates the gifts and contributions

has to offer. Unity is one
of the four marks of the Catholic Church,
which means that it is a clear sign that
defines who we are as a Church,

May our und
T

ing break down walls

.
e our schools and workplaces
longing, places of welcome.

i

places of
places of caring,
reryone feels safe.

"So we, being many, are one body
dear God. Amen.

WHEN WEMIGHT +
Who Models this Virtue: NEED THIS VIRTUE:

« Catholic teachers

WHEN WE MIGHT
NEED THIS VIRTUE:

+ When meeting new people. + Catholic teachers. + When meeting new people.

Who Models this Virtue:

Some Saints Who Model this Virtue:
AT + When we have different ideas on how Some saints Who Model this Virtue: o + When we have different ideas on how
I

to reach a common goal. e e to reach a common goal

+ When participating in activities « Saint john X001 « When participating in activiies
invlving teamwork (e.5 involving teamwork (e.8 s
e i extracurricular activities). S rigtie Pastnge feses preps o exracorricuar actiitien.
Gon17:21) HiS Disciples o)
“IWILL” STATEMENTS “IWILL” STATEMENTS
. " e « it
God'sfamily. Godts family.

ot

to learn

o i .
inmy community. in my community.

« 1 will use words that build people up, not put them down.

Religious Education Update: REAC 2025-26

The Saints of

Catholic Education]| /
BIL CRIMS York Catholic

OF HOPE:
ON THE PATH
TO HOLINESS
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J5X9OLyvZeb9C4_Jf_HwRxaReY_q3c4X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FeDd-L7EaWc8iV7414NbH8Eb-2w1hWsP/view?usp=sharing

Religious Education Update: REAC 2025-26 (Cont’d)

Enhancing the Delivery of HRE4O0:
Supplemental Resources Chart

+

CHURCH AND CULTURE

d OPE
0 Ca Sec
eli i

o=

Religious Education Update:
Elementary Family Life Education Curriculum

e Blessed &
Q»Beloved

s Famiy Lt Blessed& :
&7 Beloved %

'y Y GRADE 3

o=
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Religious Education Update: FAITH DAY 2025

\
ol
Catholic Education| ¥

PILGRIMS

OF HOPE:
ON THE PATH
TO HOLINESS

e=fr

Religious Education Update:
When Faith Meets Pedagogy Conference: Youth & Adult

WHEN FAITH
MEETSPEDAGOGY
bs”"OFHOPE

SHARING OUR TIME,
TALENT & TREASURE
October 23-25 l 11|L"l wscsoan (§)

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
455 Dion R Toranta ON

o=
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Religious Education Update:
FAITH AMBASSADORS

Faith Ambassador events take place
throughout the school year.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

"We are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making an appeal
through us ...See now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of
goodness!" Corinthians 5:20, 6:22

=

Religious Education Update:
Boardwide Lenten Mass of Reconciliation and Renewal:

March 12, 2026 . \
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Religious Education Update:
ORDINANDI 2026

PIC-COLLAGE

Religious Education Update:
LUKE 4:18 SOCIAL JUSTICE SYMPOSIUM
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Religious Education Update:
YCDSB DASHBOARD & WEBSITE REFRESH

\;! 7

FAITH DAY ‘ cﬁ{ﬁk'.?f?uiiﬂ'éiﬂ%ﬁ;'s'iﬁ‘é"ou '

=

Religious and Family Life Education
at York Catholic

$L¢ Sharelife

Thank you L“"ng the )

YCDSB for : @ (O | VIS

supporting K _ Q; l }) K S
///

EE; )
M

Page 11 of 20




-

Continuing Education Updates

e
5

. 9®E .
Elementary Programs 2R
Program Fall 2024 Fall 2025
International Language - Remote and in-person 2,627 2,590
classes (8 sites) (8 sites)
Elementary Band at St. Elizabeth CHS 27 33
Hoopstars Basketball Program N/A 10
Young Rembrandts Visual Art Program N/A 20
o I
Helping to shape your future e
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Helping to shape your future

Secondary Programs

Program Fall 2024-25

Fall 2025-26

and International Baccalaureate courses

Night School Credit (Semester 1) 1073 1328
Saturday International Language Credit 281 410
After School Remedial Grade 9 and 10 Literacy & | 872 1184
Numeracy Non Credit Program (Remote)

Yearbook, percussion, high performance athlete, | 187 151

Helping to shape your future

e
R

0
)R
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NEW AND INNOVATING PROGRAMS

After School Remedial Literacy and ONLINE ™

Numeracy Program for Grade 9 and 10 NUMERACY &
LITERACY

CLASSES / .

For Grade 9 &10
Students ONLY

students

1184 students are currently registered
for semester 1. These programs focus on
the preparation for the Grade 9 EQAO
and Grade 10 OSSLT assessments.

are taking Math or English in
ember 17 the first semester.

NEW AND INNOVATING PROGRAMS

Travel For Credit - March Break

\?2°) YCDSB CONTINUING EDUCATION

Travel for
Approximately 400 people were in Credit
attendance (in person and virtual) for St
the parent information evening on MM% }%’M

September 17, 2025. We look forward to
our destinations of Italy and Japan over
the March Break.

CE.YCDSB.CA
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NEW AND INNOVATING PROGRAMS

We have expanded our Aquatic
leadership course (PAQ20) to Markham
at Milliken Mills Pool. Adding community
partners across York Region is a priority
for the Continuing Education
department.

(Including Saturday Dec.6th) “3
Inperson classes and Online clas:

Milliken Mills Community Centre

Town of Markham
>

7
$200 payable to the Community Cent?g
after successful completion of swim test

)
y

Course Achievements Upon Completion:
* Healthy Living and « The Lifesaving Society's:
Aquatic Activities Credit e

)

Follow us! Register and view the
f @ycdsbconed course schedule here:

ce.ycdsb.ca
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O
i 94

The Continuing Education department assists all students in the YCDSB and the
broader community. For example,

AWQ20 - Introduction to Photography - 50 students

The Continuing Education department - where we strengthen our commitment to
lifelong learning and community empowerment.

Helping to shape your future

Pathways ,,Ag

3%
R

e/
s
2

Page 16 of 20




What is DELF?

FRANCE
EDUCATION

INTERNATIONAL

The DELF is an internationally
recognized certification issued
by the French Ministry of
National Education, validating
levels of competence in French
for non-French speakers.

DELF
DALF

8 | RO AT
X AT 1 LA ATION NATIORALE T 1 A LM
3

DIPLOME D'ETUDES EN LANGUE FRANGAISE

DELF A1
Niveau Al da Cadre curpéen eomsmun de téférence pour les langues

Le dievcsew du Comiry iniernssional dhénsder pledapogigues atieme gie

e (EVATS.UINIS)
o mationatel  AMERICAINY

@ saisfnt ax dpveaves d dipdims S'iasdes e langoy (ravcaive nieay 41,
et devtens iwlave de pletw o de ce dnLine

Paseem k206
[P PR —

Students' French skills are measured
across four areas: listening, speaking,
reading and writing.
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DELF and the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR)

Heae R Bt o517 ™" o
DIPLOME D'ETUDES EN LANGUE FRANGAISE r
BELFA2 Jonigty/scolaits =2 e ¢
e M
EPREUVES COLLECTIVES DUREE NOTE SUR '
. R ¢ | "
24
, nintes s - ¢
[ Py ~‘
6 e e oees e | R s "
e e e i - s
‘ "y ol
unc ooy ¢
it | = ’
’
N NOTE TOTALE n
T g |
.......... oooooo-oooood | |
Beginner Intermediate Advanced

There is a DELF exam for each level of the CEFR.

DELF at YCDSB

= Grade 12 students enrolled in a French
course are invited to write the exam.

- The exam is optional.

\

Levels A2, Bl, and B2 are offered.

= Approx. 150 students participate each
session (Core French & Fl).

- The session takes place in May at the
CEC.

- 30 Trained YCDSB teachers volunteer
and participate as examiners-correctors.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gu74NlyS2yFIRdB-zj2AClb5XJeQ5Gdw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gu74NlyS2yFIRdB-zj2AClb5XJeQ5Gdw/view?usp=sharing

DELF at YCDSB Website

Curriculum & Assessment

-> Support for StUdentS DELF at YCDSB Website
who are planning to
write the DELF

- Support for Teachers = —
who prepare students
to write the DELF

‘\@N ATTENTION! ‘

-> Access to student
application portal

bit.ly/DELF2025

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Benefits of DELF for Students

-> Recognized internationally and ¥ McGill | Undergraduate Adrmissions o Q
in Canada by universities and
the Canadian federal
government

French language proficiency

Acceptable means to demonstrate French proficiency

Stude ina B2 or higher (level 6 on the Echelle Québecoise (EQ)) on any of the tests listed below. A
copy of your results must be uploaded to your McGill Applicant Portal,

-> Valid for life and helps students

For B.Sc.Nursing, specifically: Students must have a minimum level of B2 i the four Written E»

set future language goals - Do o Do i d ke OO el
* McGill Certificate of Proficiency in French (S_CS) or French for Professional Communication
(scs) inuingstudi i
> Promotes student eNgagemMeNnt oo oo s s
* TCF - Quebec: Test i fi i le Québec d ion-i i

i n FS L p rog ro m S Gt YC D S B L I?i:‘ilrfﬂa;jesl" i du francais Canada TCF - Canada | France Education

- Opens doors for bilingual
Careers
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https://sites.google.com/ycdsb.ca/delfatycdsb/home
https://sites.google.com/ycdsb.ca/delfatycdsb/home

Additional Resources to Support Students & Teachers

The Curriculum Department has procured ABC & BT e

Curriculum & Assessment

DELF practice books for all elementary &
secondary schools.

Goals:

- Help FSL teachers integrate CEFR-based and
DELF type activities into the classroom

n codes for the digital versions are on the
activation

- Improve student engagement in French B e 5 S B it
-~
- Encourage students to pursue French abc abc abc abc
beyond grade 9 - =

INION database. Once catalogued, in the
clion of the school library. These books will be deivered o schools in the weeks

- Prepare Grade 12 students for the DELF exam

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

DELF Professional Development for YCDSB Teachers

"ﬂ“f\‘ York Ca.mnllc District School Board
Focused on: = el
=> FSL Curriculum Connections s, gt —
- Strategies & Resources for - e et s e
student success e
- Opportunities for DELF T
Teacher Certification I S S S—
> Supplementary supports to e s
complement lessons y e e
NG A P e —
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N-SeC2JcVoKi48WVAEyDWTqNWTF_rxp_tV5jsazcqgU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N-SeC2JcVoKi48WVAEyDWTqNWTF_rxp_tV5jsazcqgU/edit?usp=sharing
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