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Report:   Queensville Boundary Review 

____________________________________________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Construction of the new unnamed Queensville Catholic elementary school in the Town of East 

Gwillimbury is underway, with a target opening date of September, 2027.  The school is located in the 

Queensville development area, west of Leslie Street, south of Queensville Sideroad, adjacent to a 

future municipal park. 

 

The opening of this school of 421 pupil places will assist in accommodating existing and future 

students within the Town of East Gwillimbury. 

 

Consistent with the approved Long Term Accommodation Plan, a Local Boundary Review Committee 

was formed in September 2025 to establish an attendance boundary for the new school. 

 

Three potential boundary options have been developed for review.  Included within this report are 

enrollment projections, maps illustrating current school boundaries and study areas, proposed 

boundary options and recommendations for the Board to consider. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Residential development within the Town of East Gwillimbury is ongoing.  Over the last 10 years, 

approximately 4,000 homes have been built throughout the Town, resulting in enrolment pressures at 

both Good Shepherd and Our Lady of Good Counsel catholic elementary schools.     

 

Despite the current housing market, continued residential growth is forecasted, resulting in an 

anticipated 20,000 to 30,000 units to be built over the next 25 years.  In response to the current and 

forecasted enrolment pressures, the Board received funding approval for a third catholic elementary 

school, scheduled to open in September 2027.  The location of the unnamed Queensville catholic 

elementary school is located west of Leslie Street, south of Queensville sideroad, in proximity to the 

Town’s new Healthy and Active Living Plaza within the Queensville community.  

 

Upon opening, this new school has the potential to alleviate enrolment pressures at both Good 

Shepherd and Our Lady of Good Counsel. 
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BOUNDARY STUDY OBJECTIVES 

 

1. To Determine an appropriate school attendance boundary for the new Queensville 
Catholic Elementary School; and 
 

2. To determine the secondary school feeder alignment 
 

STUDY AREAS 

 

A total of 7 Study Areas have been developed and considered for review throughout this boundary 

study (See Map 1).  The section below identifies each study area along with the elementary school 

that currently serves each area. 

 

Hillsborough (Aligned with Good Shepherd) 

- A recently built subdivision west of Holland Landing, west of Yonge St 
 

Holland Landing (Aligned with Good Shepherd) 

- Existing community with some future development, home of Good Shepherd 
 

Mount Albert (Aligned with Our Lady of Good Counsel) 

- Includes the village of Mount Albert as well as rural portion of East Gwillimbury 
between the village and Highway 404, south of Holborn Road 

 

Northern East Gwillimbury (Aligned with Our Lady of Good Counsel) 

- Extends from the York/Durham boundary to the York/Simcoe boundary between 
Holborn Rd and Ravenshoe Rd 

 

River Drive Park (Aligned with Good Shepherd) 

- An existing community that straddles the Holland River, north of Holland Landing) 
 

Queensville (Aligned with Good Shepherd and Our Lady of Good Counsel) 

- Home of the new Queensville Catholic Elementary School 
- Includes both the existing Queensville community and new development east of Leslie 

St. 
 

Sharon (Aligned with Our Lady of Good Counsel) 

- Existing community east of Leslie St. 
- Recent residential development west of Leslie St. 
- Home of Our Lady of Good Counsel 

 

 

PLANNING GOALS 

 

To establish a school attendance area, the following must be considered: 

 

1. Ensure appropriate accommodation for all students 
2. Minimize unnecessary bussing 
3. Identify physical barriers to school access (ie. major roads, railway tracks, hydro 

corridors, rivers, etc) 
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4. Minimize boundary changes for growing areas 
5. Maximize the use of all permanent school facilities to minimize portable placement 

 

 

CURRENT SITUATION 

 

Both Good Shepherd and Our Lady of Good Counsel are experiencing enrollment pressures typical 

with areas of large-scale residential growth.  

 

Good Shepherd 

 

As of October 31, 2025, enrolment at the school is 487, exceeding its capacity of 369 (132% 

utilization).  Projections indicate that enrolment at the school will continue to increase over the long 

term.  By 2034, enrolment is expected to exceed 700 as a result of ongoing residential development 

within the school’s attendance area.  Good Shepherd currently has 4 portables on site, with additional 

portables likely required until such time that enrolment can be relieved via a new school.   

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel 

 

As of October 31, 2025, enrollment at the school is 575, exceeding its capacity of 461 (125% 

utilization).  Projections indicate that enrolment at the school will remain over capacity throughout the 

next 5-10 years.  Our Lady of Good Counsel currently has 6 portables on site, with additional 

portables possibly required until such time that enrolment can be relieved via a new school.   

 

Impacts of high enrolment on a school’s day to day operations include an increasing number of 

students in portables, reduced outdoor play space, congestion at peak morning drop off/afternoon 

pick up as well as a lack of parking for itinerant staff and school visitors.  The approval of Queensville 

Catholic elementary has the potential to reduce enrolment at both Good Shepherd and Our Lady of 

Good Counsel which will mitigate many of the current operational pressures at the existing schools. 

 

 

OPTIONS 

 

Option 1 

 

Unnamed Queensville - To include Queensville; Mount Albert and Northern East Gwillimbury 

Good Shepherd - To include Holland Landing, River Park Drive and Hillsborough 

Our Lady of Good Counsel - To include Sharon 

 

Impact: 

Queensville 

Upon opening, the school is projected to have 343 students (81%) utilization.  Enrolment at the 

school will increase over time as development within Queensville proceeds.  By 2034, projections 

indicate that enrolment at the school will be 485 (115% utilization). 
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Good Shepherd 

Enrolment at Good Shepherd will decline upon opening of the new Queensville school.  Projections 

indicate that the school will have 351 students in 2027, and will remain between 350 and 400 

throughout the 10-year projection period. 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Upon opening of Queensville, enrolment at Our Lady of Good Counsel will decline to approximately 

449 students. Enrolment is expected to remain between 450 and 500 over the projection period. 

 

 

Option 2 

 

Unnamed Queensville - To include Queensville; River Drive Park and Northern East Gwillimbury 

Good Shepherd - To include Holland Landing and Hillsborough 

Our Lady of Good Counsel - To include Sharon and Mount Albert 

 

Impact: 

Queensville 

Upon opening, the school is projected to have 257 students (61%) utilization.  Enrolment at the 

school will increase over time as development within Queensville proceeds.  By 2034, projections 

indicate that enrolment at the school will be 415 (98% utilization). 

 

Good Shepherd 

Enrolment at Good Shepherd will decline upon opening of the new Queensville school.  Projections 

indicate that the school will have 307 students in 2027, and will remain between 300 and 350 

throughout the 10 year projection period. 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Upon opening of the Queensville Catholic elementary school, enrolment at Our Lady of Good 

Counsel will not change significantly. Projections indicate that the school will have 579 students in 

2027.  Enrolment is expected to remain between 550 and 600 over the projection period. 

 

Option 3 

 

Unnamed Queensville - To include Queensville; Hillsborough and  River Drive Park 

Good Shepherd - To include Holland Landing 

Our Lady of Good Counsel - To include Sharon, Mount Albert and Northern East Gwillimbury 

 

Impact: 

Queensville 

Upon opening, the school is projected to have 366 students (87%) utilization.  Enrolment at the 

school will increase over time as development within Queensville proceeds.  By 2034, projections 

indicate that enrolment at the school will be 532 (126% utilization). 

 

Good Shepherd 

Enrolment at Good Shepherd will decline upon opening of the new Queensville school.  Projections 

indicate that the school will have 178 students in 2027 (48% utilization), and will remain between 150 

and 200 throughout the 10 year projection period. 
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Our Lady of Good Counsel 

There is no change to the attendance boundary of Our Lady of Good Counsel with this option.  In 

2027, the school’s enrollment is projected to be 599 (130% utilization), consistent with the current 

situation. 

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION 

 

A Public Information Session was held on Wednesday November 19, 2025 at Good Shepherd.  The 

session was attended by approximately 60-80 people.  The local trustee, Superintendent of 

Education, local principals, Plant, Planning and Transportation staff were present to exchange ideas 

and information regarding the options proposed with the public.   

 

Attendees were able to provide their feedback through an online survey.  The survey provided 

respondents with an opportunity to identify their preferred option and to provide additional written 

feedback.  A total of 111 responses were received.  A summary of respondents’ preferred option (by 

boundary study area) is included in Table 1 below.  A complete summary of feedback received is 

included as Appendix 3. 

 

Table 1. Summary of Preferred Option (Elementary) 

 
 

 

Key takeaways from the written feedback received varied by each respondent’s home study area, 

and is summarized as follows: 

 

Hillsborough (7 Responses) 

- Concerns over potential split classes 
- Challenges with grade 7 and 8 students having to switch schools 

 

Holland Landing (19 Responses) 

- Some members of the community commented that they want their child(ren) to have 
the option to stay at their current school (grandparenting) so they can stay with their 
friends 
 

Mount Albert (52 Responses) 

- Strong preference to remain at Our Lady of Good Counsel 
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- Concerns regarding the distance to the new school 
- Family traditions, sense of community, and friendships they have at their current 

school 
- Concerns raised about the stress and mental health effects of changing schools on 

students and families 
- Consideration for grandparenting provisions 
- Concerned with future boundary change if/when a 4th school in East Gwillimbury is 

planned 
 

Northern East Gwillimbury (8 Responses) 

- All comments are related to the secondary alignment - preference for Sacred Heart 
 

Queensville (8 Responses) 

- Consideration for grandparenting provisions 
 

River Drive Park (0 Responses) 

 

Sharon (12 Responses) 

- Concerns with capacity issues at Our Lady of Good Counsel (high enrolment, 
portables, traffic) 

 

Study Area Not Identified (5 Responses) 

- Concerns with traffic and high enrolment at Our Lady of Good Counsel 
 

 

LOCAL BOUNDARY REVIEW COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 

The Local Boundary Review Committee supports boundary Option 1 as the attendance boundary for 

the unnamed Queensville Catholic elementary school. 

 

Option 1 includes the study areas of Queensville, Mount Albert and Northern East Gwillimbury as the 

boundary for the new school.  As illustrated in the enrolment projections (Appendix 2), Option 1 

provides the greatest opportunity to alleviate enrolment pressures at Good Shepherd and Our Lady of 

Good Counsel, while ensuring short and long term enrollment balance throughout the Town of East 

Gwillimbury.  

 

Upon opening of the Queensville Catholic elementary school, both Good Shepherd and Our Lady of 

Good Counsel will see a reduction in enrollment that will minimize/eliminate the need for portables 

and reduce traffic congestion during peak morning and afternoon drop off/pick up times.  

 

The Boundary Review Committee has thoroughly reviewed the feedback received through the public 

consultation and has discussed the concerns raised by Mount Albert residents, who have strongly 

opposed Option 1.  Some common themes from the feedback and Administration’s response are 

outlined as follows: 

 

1. Queensville is further away than Our Lady of Good Counsel 
 

Administration’s response:   
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The measured distance from Mount Albert (Main and Centre Streets) to Our Lady of Good 

Counsel is 13.9 km with an estimated travel time between 16 and 20 minutes. 

 

The measured distance from Mount Albert (Main and Centre Streets) to the Queensville 

Catholic elementary school is 15 km with an estimated travel time between 16 and 22 

minutes. 

 

Depending on where each student/family resides within the Mount Albert study area, 

distances/travel times may vary slightly.  In some cases, the Queensville school will be closer 

than Our Lady of Good Counsel. 

 

 

2. Bus times will be longer 
 

Administration’s response:  

 

Current school bus ride times from Mount Albert to Our Lady of Good Counsel range from 30 - 

40 minutes in the morning and 35 - 52 minutes in the afternoon.  Student Transportation 

Services has advised that it expects current service levels and ride times can be maintained 

should Mount Albert be aligned with Queensville Catholic elementary. 

 

3. Students have friendships that will be disrupted 
 

Administration’s response 

 

The study areas that have been developed as part of the boundary review have taken into 

account geographic boundaries of each unique community, with the goal of keeping students 

residing in a specific community together.  The potential for friendships to take on a different 

form can occur for a variety of reasons: families may relocate, a student may switch schools, 

friends may be in different classes.  Opportunities exist outside of a school boundary for 

friendships to be maintained. 

 

4. Mental health of students should be taken into account 
 

Administration’s response: 

 

Overall health and wellbeing of students is of utmost importance to YCDSB staff.  Prior to the 

opening of the new school, activities will be arranged with the goal of providing a smooth 

transition for students into the new school.  These activities may include: participation in key 

formation items (school name, mascot, school colours, etc); a tour of the new school, as well 

as other informal activities involving incoming students.   

 

 

5. Queensville will fill up on its own and doesn’t need students from Mount Albert to do so 
 

Administration’s response: 
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In all 3 options presented, Queensville elementary is anticipated to reach its capacity.  When 

evaluating the options, the consensus of the LBRC is that Option 1 provides immediate short 

term enrolment relief to Good Shepherd and Our Lady of Good Counsel. In doing so, the 

schools’ requirement for portables will be reduced/eliminated, thereby achieving the planning 

goal of ‘Maximiz(ing) the use of all permanent school facilities to minimize portable 

placement’.   

 

Current Ministry of Education guidelines for new schools state that all area schools should be 

at 100% utilization in Year 5.  As illustrated in the enrolment projections, Option 1 is consistent 

with the Ministry guideline. 

 

6. Concerns with future boundary changes if more schools are to be built 
 

Administration’s Response: 

 

As noted above, a Planning Goal of the Board is to ‘minimize boundary changes for growing 

areas’.  The intent of this goal is to recognize potential disruptions to students that may be 

impacted by a boundary change, and where possible, ensure that students are not relocated 

more than once.  As illustrated in the 10-year enrolment projections, the requirement for a 4th 

school to serve the East Gwillimbury community is not anticipated until the mid/late 2030’s at 

the earliest. Pending Board approval of Option 1, and if/when a future (4th) school is 

approved, a future boundary review to establish that boundary will make every effort to ensure 

the Mount Albert community remains aligned with Queensville Catholic elementary. 

 

7. Existing students should be permitted to remain at their existing schools 
 

Administration’s Response: 

 

Legacy/grandparenting provisions in new schools are discouraged, as they delay the 

formation of a new school community; do not provide sufficient enrollment relief at 

neighbouring schools; pose implementation and monitoring difficulties; and result in 

transportation inefficiencies if transportation is provided.   

 

There are no grandparenting provisions identified within the recommendations.  All students 

residing in the approved elementary boundary are expected to attend the new school. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

The current non-transportation zones for elementary schools are 1.2 km for students in JK to Grade 

3, and 1.6 km for students in Grades 4-8. Map 5 illustrates these zones. 

 

SECONDARY FEEDER ALIGNMENT 

As part of the Queensville Boundary Review, the committee considered an option of aligning the new 
Queensville school with Our Lady of the Lake in Keswick. The current secondary alignment for all of 
East Gwillimbury (excluding Ravenshoe Road) is Sacred Heart CHS. 

The boundary review survey posed the following question regarding secondary school alignment: 
Which Catholic secondary school do you feel Queensville Elementary should be aligned with?  Of the 
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111 responses received, 79 (71%) identified Sacred Heart; and 32 (29%) identified Our Lady of the 
Lake. A breakdown by boundary study area is included in Appendix 3iii. 

In addition to the feedback received, the LBRC discussed at length the implementation considerations 
of aligning Queensville with Our Lady of the Lake, specifically: 

● Grade 7 entry point (Our Lady of the Lake) 
● Existing secondary students 

The LBRC does not recommend any change to the secondary feeder alignment for East Gwillimbury. 

SUMMARY 

Construction of the unnamed Queensville elementary school is underway. The school, with a capacity 
of 421 pupil places will serve the needs of a growing community and assist in alleviating enrolment 
pressures at existing schools. 

In accordance with the Board’s Boundary Review Process, a Local Boundary Review Committee 
(LBRC) was organized and several meetings were held.  As part of the boundary review process, 
members of the Local Boundary Review Committee met with Catholic School Council chairs on 
November 5, 2025 to review the boundary options, share ideas and insights as well as to listen to any 
questions and concerns. 

A public information session was held on November 19, 2025 at Good Shepherd.  In order to ensure 
public input was received, an electronic survey was distributed and results are included in this report. 

Members of the LBRC met on December 5, 2025 to discuss feedback from the public information 
session and to consider options for recommendation to the Board.  The Committee recommends that 
Option 1 be approved. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Board approve Boundary Option #1 as the attendance boundary for the unnamed 
Queensville Catholic elementary school, effective upon opening. 

 

Attachments: 

Attachment 1 - Maps 1-5 

Attachment 2 - Enrolment Projections 

Attachment 3i - Feedback Survey Results - Elementary 

Attachment 3ii – Feedback - Emailed responses 

Attachment 3iii - Feedback Survey Results - Secondary 

                                                                                                                                         
 
Submitted by:  Adam McDonald, Manager, Accommodation Planning and Property   
Reviewed by: Giovanna De Girolamo, Coordinating Manager, Planning & Operations 
Endorsed by:   Jennifer Sarna, Interim Director of Education, Foundation Chair & Secretary of the Board 

18



19



20



21



22



23


