
YORK CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

Watch this Meeting STREAM

Event on our YCDSB TV Channel:

http://bit.ly/YCDSB-TV

AGENDA
STUDENT SUCCESS & PATHWAYS COMMITTEE

Monday, May 13, 2024 - 6:30 p.m.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We are gathered on the ancestral lands and waters of all Indigenous Peoples, who have left their footprints on Mother

Earth before us. We respectfully acknowledge those who have walked on it, those who walk on it now, and future
generations who have yet to walk upon it. We pray to the Creator for strength and wisdom that all may continue to serve

as stewards of the earth.
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1. OPENING PRAYER / LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT A. Saggese

2. ROLL CALL A. Saggese

3. APPROVAL OF NEW MATERIAL A. Saggese

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA A. Saggese

5. APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES:
a. Student Success & Pathways Committee Meeting, February 5, 2024 A. Saggese 2

6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

7. PRESENTATION(S):
a. STREAM Centres of Excellence Updates M. Benakis 5
b. De-streaming Updates D. Astorino 11
c. Early Reading Screener M. Perry 27
d. Religious Education Updates D. Pimentel 33
e. Continuing Education Updates A. Pasquini 42

8. ACTION ITEMS: N/A

9. DISCUSSION/INFORMATION ITEMS: N/A

10. NOTICES OF MOTION:N/A

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S):N/A

12. NEXT MEETING DATE: Tentatively October 28, 2024

13. ADJOURNMENT:

Trustee Committee Members: F. Alexander, M. Barbieri, J. DiMeo, A. Grella, A. Saggese

Jesus, Prince of all Heavenly truths, Your Words are carved for eternity. You have commanded the virtue of
honesty. It is the power against all deceptions. Direct Your Spirit of honesty upon us. Guide our daily thoughts,
words and actions, to join those living by the Spirit of truth. For honesty yields harmony and loyalty. Amen

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbZC8e0gBsrtSCT_U08y-KQ
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York Catholic District School Board

MINUTES
STUDENT SUCCESS & PATHWAYS COMMITTEE

Monday, February 5, 2024

Attending:

Trustee Committee Members: F. Alexander, M. Barbieri, J. DiMeo, A. Grella, A. Saggese

Other Trustees: E. Crowe, M. Iafrate, J. Wigston

Absent with Notice: J.DiMeo, A.Grella

Administration: A. Arcadi, J. Sarna, D. Scuglia, A. Battwick

Recording: L. Coquim

Presiding: A.Saggese, Committee Chair

1. OPENING PRAYER: (The Land Acknowledgement was recited after the Prayer)

2. ROLL CALL: J. DiMeo. A.Grella

3. APPROVAL OF NEW MATERIAL: NIL

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
THAT the Student Success & Pathways Committee Agenda be approved as presented.
MOTION: Iafrate/ Wigston
CARRIED

5. APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
THAT the Minutes of the Student Success & Pathways Committee Minutes held on December 4, 2023
MOTION: Iafrate/ Wigston
CARRIED

6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: NIL

7. OUTSIDE PRESENTATION(S): NIL

8. PRESENTATION(S):
Curriculum Updates Presentations
Presented by Anthony Arcadi, Superintendent of Education: Curriculum and Assessment

a. PD on the Fly- presented by Daniel La Gamba, Elementary Program Coordinator & Cristina Mazzeo
Secondary Program Coordinator

In November 2023, the Curriculum Department introduced a new way of providing professional
development called “PD on the Fly”. Teachers can now access brief videos at their convenience. This
flexibility allows them to incorporate new ideas into their teaching easily and to tailor content for their
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classrooms.

These PD on the Fly videos have a clear learning goal, align with Board and Ministry guidelines and are
research-informed. There are over 30 videos available on the Curriculum website, and a user-friendly
search feature makes it easy to find specific information.

Trustee Alexander inquired about the availability of data indicating the usage metrics of these videos
among teachers. Coordinator La Gamba confirmed that view counts can be tracked on our YouTube
channel. Additionally, on the last PA Day, it was shared that 86% of teachers expressed a preference for
this video format for professional development. Superintendent Arcadi concluded by stating that teachers
are encouraged to visit the Curriculum website regularly and refer to it when questions on specific topics
arise.

b. Literacy Updates (Junior/Intermediate) - presented by Marlene Perry, Literacy Consultants & Robert
Cannone, K-8 Consultant

The presentation began with a brief look at St. Katherine Drexel's life, highlighting her dedication to
addressing social inequalities and her belief in education as a pathway to opportunity. This smoothly
transitioned into discussing the new literacy curriculum. The Ontario Human Rights Commission
recommends mandatory, clear, and systematic teaching in essential reading skills like understanding
sounds in words (phonemic awareness), recognizing letter sounds (phonics and decoding), and proficient
oral reading. This ensures everyone builds a strong foundation in reading.

To maintain alignment with the ministry's messaging, the Curriculum Department created System Memo
C:309 for the New Language Curriculum. This memo included live links to ministry documents, PD on the
Fly, and resources aimed at facilitating the introduction of changes in the various strands. Notably, the
most significant change is observed in Strand B, focusing on the foundations of language. Additionally, the
curriculum website now features a continually updated PowerPoint presentation managed by the
Curriculum Department. This ensures that the latest messaging is consistently communicated throughout
the education system.

The presentation wrapped up by providing details on the overall expectations for reading and writing
across primary, junior, and intermediate divisions, along with recommended resources and programs
tailored to each specific division. (UFLI-primary, Word Connections-Jr., Advanced Word Study- Inter.)

The board trustees were excited about efforts to help teachers understand the updates in the ministry's
literacy curriculum. Trustee Alexander asked about improving students' vocabulary and how parents can
help. Consultant Perry noted that teachers are instructed to focus on tier 2 words, sending books home to
reinforce these words. PD on the Fly offers videos guiding teachers on tier 2 words, providing extra
support for their professional development.

c. ESL Updates - presented by Karen Colaço, ESL Consultant

The presentation began with a clarification of ministry terms: ELLs (English Language Learners) and ESL
(English as a Second Language). According to the 2021 York Region Census Report, 68,640 residents,
constituting 6% of the population, reported not speaking either English or French.
As of now, YCDSB (York Catholic District School Board) operates six ESL (English as a Second
Language) centers in secondary schools. In elementary, the board has 34 itinerant ESL teachers to
support English Language Learners (ELLs) across 85 schools. Over the past year, there has been a
significant influx of new ESL students who enrolled after the first day of school, with 500 in elementary and
120 in secondary schools.

YCDSB has adopted a STEP (Steps to English Proficiency) program. The STEP program leverages
students strengths and requires ESL students to learn English concurrently with the Ontario Curriculum,
ensuring a comprehensive approach to language acquisition and academic content.

Since September 2023, ESL/ELD teachers have had various opportunities for professional development
sessions. The PD session on transitioning from grade 8 to 9 specifically emphasized the collaboration
needed among various departments, including Secondary Assessment Teachers, ESL/ELD Itinerant
Teachers, and Pathways and Careers Teachers. The goal was to streamline the registration process and
to build capacity around the STEP and CRRP support model. The PD session as part of the CODE
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At the request of Chair Crowe, this topic was deferred to the next board meeting on March 19, 2024.

9. ACTION ITEMS:
ESL Funding Report - C.McNeil

10. DISCUSSION / INFORMATION ITEMS:

D2L continues to be a crucial resource, and the Curriculum Department has provided recent in-servicing
for Intermediate and Secondary teachers. The recorded sessions can be found on our Tech-Enabled
Learning website. Also, administrators have committed to an annual meeting in August to discuss and
highlight the significance of using the D2L platform.

11. NOTICE OF MOTION: NIL

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S): NIL

13. NEXT MEETING DATE: May 13, 2024

14. ADJOURNMENT: 8:41 pm
ON MOTION: Iafrate/ Crowe
CARRIED

project emphasized collaboration between ESL and classroom teachers. STEP and CRRP was
introduced.

Chair Crowe has requested information regarding funding for ESL due to an increase in the number of
students, noting that the funding has not been reviewed for some time. She is seeking a report for CEO
McNeil, and the presentation should be made during either the board meeting or corporate services.

Trustee Iafrate inquired about the origin of the most significant growth in ESL students. Consultant Colaco
confirmed that the notable increase has primarily been observed among students from Mexico and
Ukraine. (The six most requested languages for translation from multilingual services are currently
Mandarin, Cantonese, Spanish, Ukrainian, Arabic, and Korean.)

d. HPE Updates - presented by Karen August, Phys Ed Consultant
Consultant August started the presentation with a short prayer that is posted in every gym in the
elementary panel. The prayer serves as an inspiration for students to engage with one another in a
respectful and compassionate manner, encouraging mutual support and the building of friendships through
cheering each other on.

In September 2023, the "Resources for New Health and Physical Education Teachers (Elementary)" were
disseminated through a system memo. This memo provided links with essential information, including the
Ontario Health and Physical Education (HPE) Curriculum, the New Teacher Induction Program (NTIP)
HPE presentation, sample long-range plans for grades 1-8, access to the OPHEA website, and resources
such as the HPE Google site and Hyperdoc.

Additionally, a sample Daily Physical Activity (DPA) plan for February was shared, along with information
about two Professional Activity (PA) days focusing on Junior division activities. Notably, these activities
encompassed modules for mental well-being for both teachers and students.

e. Family Life Updates - presented by David Pimentel, Principal of Religious Education
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SSP: May 13, 2024

Curriculum & Assessment

STREAM Centres of Excellence Updates
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SCALE OF SERVICE

719 Workshops
31 School Project Visits
727+ Educators
16 887 Students

During the 2023-2024 school year, the STREAM Centres of 
Excellence will have served approximately…

REVISED WORKSHOP OFFERINGS

6



WORKSHOP FEEDBACK

SCHOOL-LED STREAM PROJECTS
Submitted proposals

Multi/Consecutive Days (3-5)

Lead Role: Schools

Supporting Role: STREAM Team

          Focus: CGEs/CSTs & Design Thinking Process

7



PROJECT RATIONALE 

EARLY

FAR ALONG

DAILY WORKSHOPS

Projects

Continuum of STREAM Learning
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PROJECT SCOPE & REACH 
Scope = project participants (direct or indirect)

Reach = those outside the project (exposed or impacted)

PROJECT FINDINGS - EDUCATORS

“I would definitely participate in the school-led STREAM Project initiative again if given the opportunity. I found it to be such a valuable 
learning experience for my students, as they really enjoy technology and robotics, hands on learning and application and extending of 
the curriculum. I saw a lot of their learning come into action, and they were given so many opportunities to use technology that they 
don't really get to use on a regular basis at their school” (TEACHER PARTICIPANT).
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PROJECT FINDINGS - STUDENTS

“I would like to participate in this project again for many reasons. This 
project helped us get a feel for making eco friendly structures, and being 
able to experience new scenery and gadgets. This helped strike a spark 
in our learning motors and find a feel of working with other students and 
working with new technology” (STUDENT PARTICIPANT).

Using technology

Working with others

Working through challenges

MOVING FORWARD
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De-streaming Updates

OVERVIEW 1. Timeline of De-streaming

2. Supporting De-streaming at YCDSB

3. The Itinerant De-streaming Teacher Role
a. About The Role and Type of Support

b. Examples of Support, Celebrating Student 

Learning and Testimonials
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YCDSB De-streaming Reflective Toolkit
March 2023

At the York Catholic District School Board, the 
goal of de-streaming is the elimination of 
systemic barriers to student success. This 

involves being intentional about how 
instructional strategies, an inclusive learning 
environment, and assessment & evaluation 
are accounted for so that all students can 

reach their God-given potential.

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

De-streaming Timeline

Grade 9 Math 
De-streamed

MPM1D / MFM1P

MTH1W

Grade 9 Science 
De-streamed

SNC1D / SNC1P

SNC1W

English, Geography and 
French de-streamed.  

Grade 9 Applied 
Grade 9 Academic

Grade 9 English new 
curriculum

ENG1D

ENL1W

Grade 9 Geography 
new curriculum

CGC1D

CGC1W

September 2021 September 2022 September 2023 September 2024
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Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

De-streaming Implementation Supports
Focus:
1) Targeted supports for students in Grades 7, 8 and 9; 
2) Enhancing planning, instruction, assessment and evaluation practices to support 

culturally relevant and responsive pedagogy;

➢ Targeted Supports by Department

➢ Transitions and Additional Math Support

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Targeted Supports by Department
● Science:

○ Support coding in the curriculum:
■ Used micro:bits to gather data during experiments (TIG)
■ Adapted an existing Gizmo lesson; choice board

○ Perimeter Institute
○ Engage all learners through Low Floor High Ceiling Tasks

● English
○ CRRP, including through an Indigenous lens; Indigenous resources hub
○ Strand B: explicit literacy instruction and Advanced Word Study resource
○ Teachers shared engaging and effective resources, lessons and assessments

● Geography
○ ArcGIS Online training
○ CRRP, including through an Indigenous lens; Indigenous resources for their classrooms
○ Project Based Learning

● Math
○ Support coding in the curriculum with classroom ready activities mapped to EQAO
○ Transforming assessment and evaluation practices by aligning mark distribution with the achievement chart levels.
○ Facilitate increased test taking results by offering leveled choice assessments.

● French
○ CRRP through the lens of the CEFR (plurilingualism), Aligning research with effective resources tested in the classroom
○ Increasing student proficiency and engagement in FSL
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Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Transitions and Math Support
➢ Grade 9 EQAO Math Support

● Coordinated with Mariarosa, Math Consultant 7-12
● In-school preparation day to review ISR information after EQAO was written
● Invitation open to all math departments for 2 teachers to attend an in-service with EQAO representatives

○ Questions and reflection on process behind question creation
○ Analysing ritual practices and pedagogical strategies to increase achievement level for each our 

level 1 and level 2 students
○ Problem solving strategies and effective ways of approaching questions

➢ Release time provided to support transition plan for a priority high school

Education on Air

Itinerant De-streaming Teacher 
Support De-Streaming and Transition to High School
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Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Itinerant De-streaming Teacher (IDT) - The Role
➢ Provide direct student support as they transition to, are 

currently in and transition out of a de-streamed classroom

➢ Collaborative effort between IDT, school administration 
and classroom teachers

Grades 7 - 10
17.3 Elementary IDTs
7.6 Secondary IDTs

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

1600

3200

4800

3625 3636

4789 4708

Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10

SCHOOLS

103
86 Elementary, 15 Secondary, 2 Combined

STUDENTS

16758
7261 Elementary Students, 
9497 Secondary Students

REACH OF SUPPORT
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Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Sample Schedule
Elementary IDT Portfolio - 5 schools

Secondary Portfolio - 2 schools

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

The Journey
On-boarding
✓ Benefits/goals of De-streaming
✓ CRRP
✓ Effective Instructional Practices and Tools
✓ A&E
✓ Special Education
✓ Mental Health
✓ Curriculum
✓ And more

✓ Work with school administration 
and classroom teachers

✓ Build relationships

✓ Regularly Update Meetings
✓ Share experiences and best practices
✓ Collaboration
✓ Professional Learning opportunities 

responsive to the needs associated 
with the role

✓ Celebrate Student Learning
✓ Build on best practices
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Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Additional Professional Learning IDTs
Coding in the Grade 

7-9 curriculum

Math 
transition 
resources

Central class set of 30 

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Supporting Students AND Building Capacity

17



Type of 
Support

Local and responsive to needs of student, classroom and school

15%

30%

45%

11%

26%

43%

18%

Only 
in-class

Mostly 
in-class

Split of 
in-class 

and 
withdrawal

Mostly 
withdrawal

1%
Only 

withdrawal

1%

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

216 Sections - Secondary
315 Classrooms - Elementary

4012
# of Students Demonstrating
INCREASED CONFIDENCE in 

their learning
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Education on Air

Examples of Support

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Provide additional 

problem solving strategies 

in small groups

Reading groups for students 

in need of extra language 

supports

Re-teach concepts in small 

groups as needed

Split class to facilitate small 

group lessons and activities

Help students who have 

been absent

Helping students with 

homework and assignment 

completion

Work with at risk students as 

identified by guidance and 

classroom teachers

Provide differentiated 

instruction using physical 

and digital manipulatives

Improve learning skills, study 

habits and organization

Work in small groups to 

connect curriculum to 

their lived experiences

Numeracy, literacy and 

executive functioning skills

Student drop-in for support

Examples of Support

Academic Skills 

Workshops
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Students expressed positive feedback. 
In particular, students enjoyed being 
able to talk through mathematical ideas 
with others. 

Students enjoyed learning 
about different strategies and 
approaches to solving the 
same problem. 

Supporting High Impact 
Instructional Strategies

Math Jams

Support New MTH1W CPT Differentiated Opportunities to 
Demonstrate Learning

Pythagorean Theorem 
Jeopardy

Geometry Escape Room

Geome-TREES



MTH1W Coding Workshops Exam Review — Math Flash Cards

Academic Skills Workshops on 
Note Taking Strategies and 
Researching Strategies.



Assessment Preparation
“My Study Sheet”

Post-Assessment: “Zone Log”

Education on Air

Celebrate Student Learning
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Small Group Support
Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) 

Skills and the Mathematical 
Processes

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1SEAoGABtYO0KbXqqSJF_R175MlRreUzc/preview


Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Grade 8 Math

78 students
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Education on Air

Testimonials

Having teachers provide positive 

feedback on students/seeing 

improvement in their own day to 

day.

Overall, students are showing 

more confidence and 

independence with their work 

and using me more of a "safety 

net"

During Math assessments, more 

students are showing increased 

independence when I am there 

while achieving improved results

 

“Sir! I raised my mark to an 

83%!”
 Improved grades on math 

tests from 30% on Test 1 to 

75% on Test 2 

"solving inequalities makes 

so much sense now" after 

working in a small group

"The math is starting to 

make sense." -I wish there 

was one of you in 

highschool"

Better scores on tests, 

saying they get excited for 

de-streaming days
 "Wow, I finally understand 

math" Students asking to do more 

examples as a group and to 

come up on the whiteboard 

to solve it

students making more 

detailed notes and organized 

notes, 

students wanting to get ahead 

and focus on next lesson while I 

am there so that they have a 

preview for the next day.

Students have shown a general 

improvement from each 

unit/cycle pre-diagnostic 

assessment (in knowledgehook)

IDT Observations
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I hope that YCDSB continues to provide support like this to math teachers 
and students.

Enjoying some of the workshops given. Some of my students were looking 
forward to the workshops as they prepare them for future assignments or 
skills/strategies

Love how her help, helps me get to students I otherwise wouldn't get to 
during my math time!

Students have been able to gain confidence and additional skills with through 
IDT.

The class has been given opportunities to explore the curriculum in 
different/unique ways.

Small group instruction, has allowed me to focus on being able to review 
concepts with students working towards achieving a level 3.

As a classroom teacher I am also gaining alternative teaching 
strategies from the IDT instructor. I look forward to the 
collaboration each week and it would be nice if there was an 
additional session of IDT.

This additional support was a great asset for the classroom 
and for students, especially those who are struggling. The 
itinerant teacher provided me with feedback that he observed 
which then greatly helped me with my teaching and helped 
student learning.

Helped to fill in gaps in numeracy foundational concepts, in 
support of class instruction.

They appreciate the extra help she gives them. It has been 
helpful especially if students need to catch up on tests or 
missed work. It has given us both the opportunity to work with 
all students.

It has helped me with supporting students in small groups as 
they might not be able to have the additional support. With 
such a large group, it allows certain students to get support 
that may not have support previously.

Catholic Education with Jesus Christ as our model Inclusion, Excellence and Innovation | Socially Responsible Global Citizens

Student
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1cfZ5ZQNfCxNjcKj5twFEl1VpOoKrn3zf/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1kGnIyfyea3YNURlwf9JvrbR3C0bOpc-D/preview


Early Reading Screener Updates

YCDSB Team for Acadience

Marlene Perry
K-12 Literacy Consultant
marlene.perry@ycdsb.ca 

Maxine Highet
Program Consultant K-8
maxine.highet@ycdsb.ca

Robert Cannone
Program Consultant K-8
robert.cannone@ycdsb.ca  

 

Tanya Giovinazzo
FSL Consultant

tanya.giovinazzo@ycdsb.ca  

Karen Colaco
ESL Consultant

karen.colaco@ycdsb.ca 

Christopher Reda
ICT Program Consultant

christopher.reda@ycdsb.ca   
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Recommendation #60 of the Right to Read Report;

The Ministry should:

a. Require school boards to screen all students twice a year (beginning and mid-year) 
from Kindergarten Year 1 to Grade 2

b. At minimum, measures should include:

i. Kindergarten: letter knowledge and phonemic awareness
ii. Grade 1 (beginning): phonemic awareness, decoding, word identification 

and text reading
iii. Grade 1 (second semester): decoding, word identification and text 

reading, and should include speed as well as accuracy as an outcome
iv. Grade 2: timed word reading and passage reading

Ministry Mandated Early Reading Screening Policy

● Implementation, 2024-2025
● All year 2 kindergarten to grade 2 students to be screened twice/year, 

however, for students who met the benchmark in the first screening, the 
second is optional.

● Record of student achievement to be communicated
 on Provincial Report Cards.

PPM 168

28

https://www.ohrc.on.ca/sites/default/files/Right%20to%20Read%20Executive%20Summary_OHRC%20English_0.pdf
https://www.ohrc.on.ca/sites/default/files/Right%20to%20Read%20Executive%20Summary_OHRC%20English_0.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-168


Early Reading Screener Reporting

29



● Not to be used to identify and determine the placement, program and services 
for English or French language learners.

● Early screening is designed to support effective instruction. 
● Early reading screening data should not be used in the evaluation of curriculum 

expectations.

APPROPRIATE USE OF SCREENERS 

PPM 168 
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https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-168
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r5IVw8N2TOzYd1jMJXQxzmcfGRU5awxCHXUEnV2erzs/edit


Mandated by the Ministry and in direct alignment with the UFLI Foundations Program.

Systematic and Explicit Instruction of Early Reading Skills

Systematic and Explicit Instruction of Early Reading Skills in FI
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https://assets-us-01.kc-usercontent.com/fbd574c4-da36-0066-a0c5-849ffb2de96e/679085c1-2520-4571-8eab-d548068d370c/Foundations%20Continuum%20%28Sch1%29_D8_Final_AODA_rev_July_27.pdf
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nnlWTvPV7UYFKmDt0Ej7v_ZGy9v4iExUVMHmQLxha-0/edit?mode=html
https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/fsl18-2013curr.pdf
https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/fsl18-2013curr.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1de8ybsZl2aY48J5dGWXpksuBTKdqWjiDgHdKPcoyHpo/edit?mode=html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1de8ybsZl2aY48J5dGWXpksuBTKdqWjiDgHdKPcoyHpo/edit?mode=html


YCDSB MULTI-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN 2023-2028
The Board’s MYSP was created with the support of our community. It will guide us from 2023-2028 
by defining our Mission, Vision, Values and Strategic Commitments. This strategic plan sets 
priorities that will ensure the YCDSB remains one of the top-performing school boards in Ontario.
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Religious Education, Family Life, 
Adult Faith, & Equity: 
Departmental Update

Boardwide Lenten Mass of 
Reconciliation and Renewal

Celebrant: Bishop Boissonneau
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Religious Education Update

Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ 
Elementary Program Resource Highlights 

A reminder that parents as well as parish partners have access to 
the digital elements through the student/home and parish websites:

Student/Home Website:
www.pearsoncanada.ca/growinginfaith/student-home
username: ycdsb          password: Student99

Parish Website: 
www.pearsoncanada.ca/growinginfaith/parish
username: ycdsb_parish              password: Religion1

Of particular interest:  Sacramental Content
Program Content (videos, songs, activities, Bible stories)
This Week’s Lesson (for reference for class visits by 
priest)
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Kindergarten 
Religion: 
Professional 
Development 

Sessions

Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ 

Secondary Program Resource

Grade 9 Resource currently in 
development.

Theme of ‘Discipleship’ 

Hopeful release of Fall 2025. 
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Catholic Education Week 2024 
(May 5th - 10th) 

MONDAY:      As people of hope 

TUESDAY:    As people of faith 

WEDNESDAY: As people of mercy

THURSDAY:  As people of justice
 
FRIDAY:          As people of joy

The Archdiocese of Toronto CEW 
resource for Parishes included: 

● Sample bulletin announcement.
● Suggested prayers of the faithful.
● Approved text for Parish School 

Representative Presentation
● Additional CEW ideas for home, school 

and Church.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kAMV1t5L8sloAcPuh3eeEwZmrk15tcYlVF9QY-uMco4/edit


Catholic Education Week 2024
 (May 5th - 10th) 

● OCSTA Catholic Education Week Elementary 
and Secondary Resources were promoted 
and shared throughout the System

● PROVINCE WIDE MASS Wednesday, May 
8th celebrated by Bishop Bergie, live 
streamed from the Cathedral of St. Catherine 
of Alexandria in St. Catharine’s, ON 
(Recording available)

● ONTARIO CATHOLIC STUDENT YOUTH DAY 
VIRTUAL EVENT, GRADES 7-12, 
Wednesday May 8th from 9:15 to 2:30 

Secondary P.A. Day May 3rd Session 
● Provided Catholic connections to Dr. 

Gholdy Muhammad’s texts, “Cultivating 
Genius” and “Unearthing Joy.”
  

● Reflected on the interrelatedness of the 
principles of equity and inclusion and 
the principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching.  

● Discussed the ways in which these 
principles contribute to the task of 
building Catholic school communities 
where all are welcome. 
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Celebrating the Easter Season throughout YCDSB
School Masses and Liturgies 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

        Blessed Scalabrini CES Easter Liturgy

St. Elizabeth Seton CES Easter Mass

Celebrating the Easter Season throughout YCDSB
Faith Ambassador Events 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Visio Divina
Easter Twilight Retreat
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                   Luke 4:18 Update

Luke 4:18:  Feel the Spirit. Get 
Involved. Make a Difference! 

Luke 4:18 Spring 2025 Symposium Planning Has Begun

❖ Luke 4:18
❖ Student Faith 

Representatives
❖ Daily Prayers 
❖ School Liturgies
❖ Classroom visits
❖ Pastoral support for 

individual students

Students

❖ Faith Ambassadors
❖ When Faith Meets 

Pedagogy Conference
❖ NTIP Mandatory 

Religion and Family 
Life Session

❖ School Liturgies
❖ Chaplaincy 

Staff

❖ Eucharist Celebrations
❖ Religious Education 

Advisory Committee 
(REAC)

❖ Sacramental 
Preparation 
(Immediate)

❖ Bishop Boissonneau 
collaboration as Vicar 
of Education
➢ Celebrant
➢ Zone Meetings

Parents & Parish

ENGAGING OUR PARTNERS

39



Daily Prayers and 
Reflections

Catholic Education 
Week

Faith Day
September 27, 2024

SCHOOL AND PARISH:  A COMMON MISSION OF 
EVANGELIZATION 

-Theme: Pilgrims of Hope 
(WFMP & CEW 2025)
-Fr. Tony Ricard (recorded 
presentation)
-Departmental package of 
resources to be shared in 
June

ShareLife Week 
March 18-22
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2023 When Faith Meets Pedagogy Conference 

2024 When Faith Meets Pedagogy Conference 
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Religious Education 
Advisory Committee (REAC)

3  subcommittees

Home-School-Parish

Elementary 

Secondary 

 

2023-24 
Revising/Updating/Enhancing

 Virtues Program at YCDSB

Continuing Education Updates
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Helping to shape your future

Current Programs - International Language Elementary (ILE)
International Language Elementary programs - Tuesday, Thursday evenings and Saturday 
mornings.

Arabic 52 students 

Armenian 15 students

Cantonese 582 students 

Cantonese 
Conversation

297 students

Gujarati 21 students 

Italian 135 students 

Japanese 87 students 

Korean 69 students 

Malayalam 75 students 

Mandarin 787 students

Mandarin 
Conversation

2314 students

Polish 33 students 

Portuguese 43 students 

Russian 34 students 

Spanish 250 students 

Tagalog 16 students 

Tamil 115 students 

Urdu 38 students 

Total 4, 963 students 

Helping to shape your future

Current Programs - General Interest Elementary 

General Interest 
Fee Paying Programs 

Tutoring
77 students

French 
56 students 

Gr. 7/8 Remedial 
191 students 

Tech and Coding
79 students
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Helping to shape your future

Current Secondary Programs 
● Credit - Night School - 1945 students are 

registered in Semester 2. 

● Saturday International Language Class - 
343 students

● In our March Break Travel For Credit 
program, 21 students visited Italy and 19 
students visited Spain.

The trip was great 

and I had an 

amazing time.

All chaperones were 

amazing and made the 

experience so much 

easier to adapt to.

The buses were very nice 

and I had no trouble 

travelling from 

place to place.

 

The accommodations 

were lovely. The hotels 

were all clean and nice.
The transportation was 

excellent  and the buses 

were exceptional.

Although it was very intense, I 

loved every minute of it. The 

itinerary allowed us to visit so 

many things and learn about the 

culture.

The hotel location was 

very close to popular 

venues and it was very 

convenient.

Our tour guide was 

spectacular and made a great 

impression with all of the 

students.

 The hotels were 

comfortable 

and welcoming.
I was very satisfied 

with  the 

Italian/Spanish food.

Our tour guide was 

well-versed and spoken. 

She was stellar.

Our tour guide was 

very informative 

and kind.

It was a very busy and 

enjoyable itinerary

Student Feedback
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Helping to shape your future

Looking Ahead to Summer 2024 - Secondary
● Kickstart program for Grade 8 students 

entering Grade 9 - Registration currently 
open and over 2300 students have 
registered. 

● Summer school registration opened 
March 9th, currently more than 9,000 
students registered.

● Offering in-person, remote and e-learning 
options.

● Expected to exceed last year’s 
registration number of 12,000 students.

● Travel For Credit - Careers/Civics (Ottawa, 
Montreal, New York City) - 40 students

Helping to shape your future

Looking Ahead to Summer 2024 Elementary 
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dZr9EHMYd3wAgjnUBTfcF8Z0MM-0Q_Tu/preview


Helping to shape your future

Looking Ahead to Fall 2024
● Continue to offer high quality General Interest, Credit, Non-credit and Remedial programs.

● Expand implementation of literacy and numeracy remedial programs for students in Grades 
7-10 in all elementary and secondary YCDSB schools.

● Expand YCDSB offerings to include Adult Credit Remote Courses, Travel for Credit, and 
Secondary Credit Courses in Religious Education.

● Expand aquatics leadership courses (PAQ2O1 & PLF4M1) to run out of Vellore Village 
Community Centre (Vaughan), Woodbridge Pool (Vaughan), and Milliken Mills Community 
Centre (Markham). 
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